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Lesson for January 2 in this issve 





Lesson 1.—Jesus Begins His Ministry. 
Mark 1:1-22. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
Family Salvation 


“Peace, Perfect Peace, with Loved Ones 
Far Away?” II. By Clarence E. 
Diesem, De., TWM., D.D. ......2.ccece- 1027 


A Survey of Religious Life and Thought. 
By Ernest Gordon 


International Uniform Lesson 


The Young People’s Prayer Meeting. By 
CM cc ccctasecsenes cee 1039 
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Teacher Training Questions. By Clarence 
H. Benson 


With the New Books 


For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
worth, D.D. 
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Bright Mirror 
By Harriet Purves Palmer 


“And all of us, with unveiled faces, refiect- 
ing like bright mirrors the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same likeness, 
from one degree of radiant holiness to an- 
other, even as derived from the Lord the 
Spirit.”—2 Corinthians 3:18, Weymouth, 


PASSED a gleaming mirror 
Ashining in the sun, 
"Twas but a wayside puddle 
For dainty feet to shun; 
But that small sheet of water 
Was deep as clouds are high, 
For in its glinting surface 
Was seen God’s vast blue sky. 


I would that I could feel assured 
That people passing me 

Could overlook my littleness 
And something greater see — 

That my small life, with all its faults, 
Could show God’s loving grace, 

And to the passer-by reflect 
The beauty of His face. 


we 
God's Love of Beauty 


How thankful we should be for all 
the beauty that God has lavished upon 
this world! In the stress of war we are 
prone to forget His handiwork and think 
only of the destruction wrought by men. 
But, “He hath made every thing beau- 
tiful in his time” (Eccles, 3:11). There 
ig infinite variety of color and form 


among the birds, butterflies, fishes, ani- 
mals, trees, flowers, mosses, ferns, and 
other living things on the earth, and 
above us are the starry heavens which 
declare His glory. While all nations are 
affected by the war, yet there are still 
immense tracts of land, with their moun- 
tains and valleys, hills and plains, un- 
touched by the ravages of war. Every 
part of our land has its own peculiar 
beauty, from the lonely, spruce-bordered 
lakes of Maine to the dry, sunlit plains 
of Arizona, and from the majestic snow- 
covered slopes of Mt. Ranier to the low- 
lands of Florida with their palmettos and 
Spanish moss. And he who has eyes to 
see may ever learn new lessons of God’s 
wisdom and love. From a Bible school 
student in the Northwest comes this bit 
of description: “As I sit at my desk, I 
can look out over miles and miles of 
treeless prairie land, now all white with 
‘a silence deep and white.’ It is almost 
dark, and on the far western horizon 
silvery and red-gold streaks of the fad- 
ing day bring into sharp relief the jum- 
bled masses of strangely beautiful cloud 
formations which frequently hide the 


high, snowy peaks of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. My, how the Lord loves beauty! 
How He loves to paint a gorgeous sunset 
picture! How He loves the physical 
perfection and symmetry of the little 
snowbirds and redpolls which cheerfully 
ignore the fierce arctic blizzards that 
sweep this land in the cold depths of 
winter! How He enjoys making the 
tireless power of the fast-flying ducks 
and geese that string in long lines across 
the deep blue sky! I see more and 
more how God loves beauty. And I 
know that while He loves the beauty 
of the earth, He desires far more ‘the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,’ 
which is in His sight of great price. And 
I know that this comes only in a life 
that is wholly yielded to His divine will, 
in which the Lord Jesus has the pre- 
eminence and is living out His life.” The 
Psalmist prayed, “And let the beauty of 
the Lord our God be upon us” (Psa, 
90:17), and Paul, writing of “the riches 
of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles,” tells how this may be in lives 
once shadowed by sin: “Which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory” (Col, 1:27). 


Mark Writes of the Suffering Chcaiil 


A side light on the next quarter's lessons by Graham Gilmer, D.D. 


S SOON as you compare the first 

two verses of the Gospel Accord- 

ing to Mark in the Authorized 
(King James) Version with those same 
two verses in the Revised (American 
Standard) Version you notice a slight 
difference. The A.V. says, “The begin- 
ning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God; as it is written in the 
prophets.” The R.V. says, “The begin- 
ning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Now our Lord Jesus Christ 
himself, and God, even our Father, 
which hath loved us, and hath 
given us everlasting consolation 
and good hope through grace, com- 
fort your hearts, and stablish you 
in every good word and work” (2 
Thess. 2:16, 17). 




















Son of God. Even as it is written in 
Isaiah the prophet.” The translators of 
the A.V. were trying to avoid a difficulty, 
for the prophecy that is quoted imme- 
diately is not from Isaiah but from 
Malachi 3:1. This is followed by a quo- 
tation from Isaiah. 

Never try to avoid a difficulty by 
changing the text upon such slight 
authority as the King James translators 
seem to have had here. Let us face this 
difficulty. Did Mark make a mistake? 
No. There are no mistakes in this Book 
as it came originally from God. As Paul 
says, “Which things also we speak, not 
in the words which man’s wisdom teach- 
eth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth” 
(1 Cor. 2:13). The only mistake is in 
our understanding. 

I once heard Dr. Campbell Morgan 
suggest an explanation of this apparent 
difficulty. The words of this Book are 
inspired of God, but not the punctuation. 
That is of man, and he often makes 
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mistakes. Let us change the punctuation 
of the R.V. and we find the difficulty 
at once disappearing and light being 
thrown by this opening statement upon 
the whole of the Book of Mark. Try 
putting a period instead of a comma after 
the word “prophet” in the second verse. 
Then we read, “The beginning of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
even as it is written in Isaiah the 
prophet.” Mark then combines quota- 
tions from Malachi and Isaiah. How- 
ever, the important thing for us to see 
is that Mark right in the beginning of 
his story of Christ is saying something 
like this: “I am going to write the Gos- 
pel of Christ as it is foretold in the 
prophecy of Isaiah.” 

Let us then turn to the prophecy of 
Isaiah and seek the key to our under- 
standing of the Gospel according to 
Mark. Beginning with the fortieth chap- 
ter of that prophecy we have the glori- 
ous predictions of the blessedness in 
store for God’s people, Israel, and the 
description of the suffering Servant of 
Jehovah, who shall be the instrument of 
the realization of these promises, 

‘Before we turn back to Isaiah let us 
remember that Christ is spoken of in 
many parts of the Bible as God’s Serv- 
ant. Paul tells how He voluntarily be- 
eame a Servant (Phil 2:7). Peter speaks 
of Him as God’s Servant (Acts 3:13, 26, 
RV.). 

When we turn to Isaiah 40 and the 
following chapters we find that through 
the 53rd chapter he speaks constantly of 
a “servant.” From that dividing point 
on Isaiah always speaks of “servants.” 
Before I close this article I desire to 
show how significant the change from 
the singular is. 

We find in the section 40-53 two 
“servants” mentioned but always in the 
singular. The nation Israel as a type of 
Christ was God’s “servant” (41:8, 9). 
The Israelites were to be God’s wit- 
nesses as a nation. In Isaiah’s time they 
were utterly failing in this mission. 
They were both blind and deaf (42: 18ff). 

With this Isaiah contrasts the “serv- 
aht” who “will not fail nor be discour- 
aged” (42:4). As we find from the New 
Testament, this can be none other than 
our Saviour, the suffering Servant of 
Jehovah. In a marvelous way Isaiah 
paints the picture of this coming “serv- 
ant.” -Let us glance at it. We think 
of a servant as having an humble origin 
(63:2). He has just called upon us to 
behold this “servant” (52:13). A serv- 
aht may be thought of as insignificant 
in appearance (53:2). Whatever His 
personal appearance, we would learn 
from this verse that it was part of His 
humiliation. We think of a servant as 
one lightly esteemed (53:3). A servant 
may be despised and rejected (53:3). 
Most of the world is still placing Him in 
this category. We think of a servant as 
a carrier of burdens (53:4-6). Surely 
Christ carried the greatest burden any 
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servant ever carried—the sins of all 
who trust Him. It is upon Him that 
we roll our burdens and our cares. A 
servant may be called upon to suffer 
(52:14). This has been translated, “So 
marred from the form of a man was His 
aspect that His appearance was not that 
of a son of man.” That is the effect 
of the brutalities He endured. A serv- 
ant may be called upon to die (53:8, 9). 
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The explanation given by Isaiah is the 
only possible explanation of the death 
of this Servant: He died for others. 
The prophet tells us what this “servant” 
has accomplished and will accomplish 
(53:11). He will be satisfied with the 
travail of His soul. The gathering of 
Israel and the Gentiles unto Him will 
be His world-wide task (49:6). 


(Continued on page 1038) 


NoTEeS ON OPEN LETTERS 


Family Salvation 


I have been a continual subscriber and 
reader of Tue Sunpay Scuoo. Tres for 
the past twenty years. Your Tres has 
always been an inspiration and a great 
help to me, and when I read the question 
and answer on “Family Salvation” in 
“Notes on Open Letters” in the Tres of 
Oct. 9, I am quite disturbed in the matter. 

It seerns to me this question is of great 
importance to a great number of your 
readers who do not take the same view 
as that given by the Rev. B. Davidson, 
that it would be well for us to have the 
personal viewpoint of the Tmves and to 
have this important question continued 
through “Notes on Open Letters,” either 
to give “A Virginia reader,” or persons 
like myself, more light on the subject. 

I have also children who do not accept 
Jesus as their personal Saviour. I have 
been praying for them night and morn- 
ing for many years, and it would be a 
great source of comfort to me if I could 
believe they would be saved through my 
effort or prayers. I have always been 
taught differently, and if there is any 
more light on this subject than I have, 
I would like to have it. 

I know it is God’s will that none should 
perish, but I have always been under the 
impression that everyone is a free agent, 
—he can either accept or reject Jesus; 
and I always have been under the im- 
pression that in order to be saved, the 
person has to have the conviction of sin, 
repent, ask God to be forgiven, accept 
Jesus, then turn around and live a better 
life by Him; then his sins are washed 
away, and by continuing in that life of 
Christ, he then is sure of eternal life. 
That's the only way, as I see it. 

If there is more light on this subject 
than what I have, I am very sincere, I 
would like to have it, either by a personal 
letter or through “Notes on Open Let- 
ters."—A California reader. 


We have taken your paper for many 
years and always get much help from it. 

In the issue of Oct. 9 under “Notes on 
Open Letters” I note your comment on 
“Family Salvation.” In verse 32 of Acts 
16 we read that Paul and ‘Silas spake the 
word of the Lord to all that -were in his 
house; then in verse 34 how he rejoiced, 
believing with all his house. From this 
we see that all his house were, saved by 
believing and not because of the jailer’s 
belief, which could only save his own 
soul—A Massachusetts feader. 


The Times does not believe, and is 
certain that Mr. Davidson, author of the 
pamphlet quoted, does not believe, that 
anyone is saved merely by virtue of an- 
other’s prayer. Everyone who is saved 





receives eternal life only by exercising 
personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour. But Acts 16:31, and many 
other passages, give great comfort and 
support to Christian parents, and a strong 
incentive to pray in faith for the sal- 
vation of their own children. 


Probably one of the greatest trials is 
to have unsaved children, and all who 
face a like situation will sympathize 
with the California reader. But he 
should be encouraged by the promises 
of God and the experiences of the saints 
through the ages, who have never found 
these promises to fail, to continue in 
prayer for his own children, even 
though the answer has been delayed 
many years. He seems to be somewhat 
confused on the Scriptural teaching con- 
cerning the cleansing of sin. When one 
really believes, from the heart, on the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour, that 
moment his sins are washed away. None 
of us could ever have assurance of for- 
giveness if the cleansing depended on 
our living better lives. Certainly we 
should live better and totally different 
lives when we are born again, but that 
comes as a result of the cleansing and 
the new birth. The right order is given 
in Hebrews 9:14: “How much more 
shall the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself with- 
out spot to God, purge your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living 
God?” Again, in 1 John 1:7, we read, 
“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.” After writ- 
ing of great sinners in Corinth, Paul 
added: “And such were some of you: 
but ye are washed, but ye are sanc- 
tified, but ye are justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God” (1 Cor. 6:11). 

The letter from the Massachusetts 
reader contains an important and inter- 
esting suggestion. As he points out, 
Paul and Silas preached the Word to 
the jailer’s household, It was through 
believing this Word that they were 
saved. “So then faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of God” 
(Rom. 10:17). But the work began in 
the jailer’s household when he himself 
believed. And so it is with us today. 
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‘Peace, Perfect Peace, with Loved Ones Far Away?” 


“In Jesus’ keeping we are safe and they.” 





By Clarence E. Mason, Jr., Th.M., D.D. 
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A Gop or MIRACLES 


ET me tell you a story. My father 
L had a missionary friend who 

worked in and around Macao, 
South China. Off the coast there lie a 
large number of islands, used by pirates 
for centuries as their home, from which 
they venture forth to plunder shipping, 
and their occupation is looked upon by 
the people more or less as an hereditary 
and recognized right, somewhat as our 
English forefathers looked upon the 
poaching of legendary Robin Hood. One 
time the missionary had opportunity to 
show a kindness to a pirate chief who 
was over on the mainland for some rea- 
son. This man invited him to come to 
his pirate islands at any time and offered 
him the privilege of preaching his mes- 
sage to his men. He carefully explained 
how he should reach these islands, and 
what signal he should give to identify 
himself, lest he should be shot first, and 
questioned later. The missionary availed 
himself of the right on two or three 
occasions, and was kindly received. 

One day he decided to go again to 
another of the islands. He got into his 
motorboat, made the journey, gave the 
required signal, and proceeded to put 
in to shore. As he came onto the beach 
he was standing up in his boat in plain 
view, holding the helm. No one was in 
sight. Then suddenly bullets whistled 
all about him from point-blank range, 
knocked off his hat, and tore through 
his clothing, but not one so much as 
scratched him! Suddenly men boiled 
over sand dunes from concealed. posi- 
tions, and with a cry ran toward him. 
While some pulled the boat up on the 
sand, others clambered aboard offering 
profuse and abject apologies. In some 
way they could not explain they had 
mistaken him for someone else. 

With wide-eyed amazement they sput- 
tered, “But we don’t understand. You 
are unhurt. We emptied our revolvers 
at you. We're all crack shots and we 
don’t miss; yet we couldn’t touch you!” 

The missionary explained that God 
had graciously spared him that he might 
tell them the Gospel. -That night, and 
in‘all his future visits, he had atten- 
tion such as few speakers have. His 
audience knew they were hearing a man 
whose God had performed a miracle, 
and many there were who believed the 
It wasn’t God’s time to take 
His servant Home, so they couldn’t touch 
him. 

We put our loved ones in the hands 
of that kind of God when we commit 


Bishop Bickersteth’s comforting 
words, taken from his lovely hymn, 
have a deep significance now for all 
families who are torn asunder by the 
war. Only the assurance that both 
we and our loved ones who have 
crossed the seas are in God’s care 
can keep our minds at rest. By 
numerous illustrations and the words 
of Scripture, Dr. Mason shows how 
believers may truly cast the added 
burdens of these days upon the Lord, 
and look forward in hope to an as- 
sured reunion in the presence of 
Christ. This is the second and con- 
cluding installment of his article on 
“The Adequacy of Christ —In these 
days of separation and sorrow.” 

It is to be printed in leafiet form, 
and may be ordered from the pub- 
lishers, Zondervan Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich.; or from Dr. 
Mason, 211 N. Rosboro Ave., Atlan- 
tic City, N. J., at 25 cents a copy, or 
25 copies for $5. 








them to His care. I do not say that 
none of our believing loved ones will 
ever be wounded, or even killed, but I 
do say we should prayerfully commit 
them to God, and then rest in His all- 
wise protection, leaving the whole issue 
with Him. He knows best! His will 
is the final decisive factor. If He per- 
mits something to strike, He has a rea- 
son, whether we see it now or not, for 
“we know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his 
purpose” (Rom. 8:28). He is able to 
make even the wrath of men to praise 
Him, and in the case of that malevolent 
wrath which cannot be turned to our 
good, we read, and “the remainder of 
wrath shalt thou restrain”! (Psa, 76:10.) 
The child of God is as safe on the battle- 
field as in his own bedroom at home. 


“Wuo Ties THE Numsers On?” 


There was a very interesting editorial 
some months ago in Life. The editors 
were trying to explain, in a sophisti- 
cated way, what they regarded somewhat 
as.a “rash” of religion,—the many ac- 
counts of men calling upon God and 
having remarkable deliverances. 

The reasoning went something like 
this: The men didn’t think much about 
God or religion when they first landed. 
Then day after day as they were 
pounded, they took a rather philosoph- 
ical view of the whole bloody business. 


“That bomb? Why be afraid of it? . It 
can’t hit me unless it has my number 
on it.” Then, gradually, the impersonal, 
mathematical-chance explanation ceased 
to satisfy, for they began to wonder who 
it was that “tied on the numbers.” And 
that brought them face to face with the 
fact of God and His will and permission, 
About that time, they felt more like 
talking to the chaplain next time he 
came near their foxhole on his rounds, 

Yes; who ties on the numbers? The- 
mind will not consent to impersonal 
mathematical chance, and the heart can 
be satisfied only by knowing that a lov-. 
ing God, who through our faith in Christ 
has become our Father, puts the num- 
bers on! How comforting to know that 
“like as a father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear him. For. 
he knoweth our frame; he remembereth . 
that we are dust.” “Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his saints” 
(Psas. 103:13, 14; 116:15). . 


Heaven’s Door Never CLoseD 


Thus our loved ones can trust God 
for themselves and we can trust God" 
for them also. At any time and any 
place they can, like Sergeant Johnny 
Bartek, or Lieutenant Whittaker, cry out 
to God. As God heard Lieutenant Whit- 
tdker when, without strength’ (as his 
raft was being carried away from safety; 
so near and yet so far) he rowed‘ for 
hours; when aluminum oars were bent 
in the struggle against the swift cur- 
rent by a man who insists that after his 
twenty-one day ordeal he couldn't havé 
bent a pin; and yet rowed against:the 
current to the beach,—so He will hear 
others who cry in faith to Him! No 
wonder Lieutenant Whittaker called his 
story “Other Hands Than Mine”! Your 
boy and you can pray! And nobody 
can ever keep your cry from reaching’ 
Heaven! There is always a way. of ap- 
proach through Christ. 

God can do things for us as individuals 
and as nations, if we pray and give Him. 
the glory, which He cannot, if we do not., 
One of the most encouraging ‘develop+ 
ments: of the war has been the frank: 
avowals of certain generals that our, 
hope is in God. General Sir Bernard L. 
Montgomery sent this order of the day 
to his Eighth Army after the victory in: 
Egypt: “Before the battle began I sent 
you a message saying, ‘Let us pray: that, 
the Lord Almighty in this battle will. 
give us the victory.” He has done so,' 
and I know that you’ll agree with me» 
when I say that we must not forget to, 
thank Him for His mercies.” 
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When General Douglas MacArthur re- 
turned to Melbourne from his victory in 
the Solomons, he was escorted to a great 
hall and given an ovation. When he arose 
to respond, he said: “To Almighty God 
I give thanks for that guidance which 
has brought us to this success in our 
great crusade. His is the honor and the 
power and the glory!” 

General Dwight Eisenhower, in a let- 
ter to one of his friends, from which 
I heard an excerpt quoted (while in 
California last July), gave definite tes- 
timony to his belief that the issue of the 
battle rested with God, and that he 
deeply appreciated the prayers of God’s 
people as the greatest instrument in the 
attainment of victory. 

Christians! You may do your coun- 
try a great, patriotic service by pray- 
ing. Praying that, in spite of our sins 
and failures (for which may God give 
us repentance and cleansing), our 


leaders, political as well as military, may 


be willing to be led and shall be led 
by God in the momentous decisions 


‘which so vitally affect the welfare of 


all our boys. Whis is our great hope 
and comfort. God is still on the throne 
and can and does answer prayer! And 
let us not forget to pray that our boys 


“may be spared from things worse than 


‘touch them but in His will. 


‘death, — a sordid and soul-staining yield- 


ing to sin that beckons them with tre- 
mendous pressure on every hand, as they 
Must continue their unnatural mode of 
life. 

Yes, we and our loved ones may know 
they are in His care and nothing can 
This is the 


* antidote to fear, and gives “the peace of 


God, which passeth all understanding” 
(Phil. 4:6, 7). A painfully infirm mother 


“was noted by her neighbors to be so 


free from anxiety about her boy over- 
seas that some well-meaning mothers 


“made bold to suggest that she didn’t 


love her boy as they did. With real 
Christian restraint, mixed with kindly 
humor, she answered: “What good is 


““your worrying doing you? All it’s doing 


is making you old and ugly and wrin- 


‘kled. When my boy first went over I 
“thought I couldn’t stand it. I went to 


the Lord and said, ‘Lord, this burden 
is more than I can bear. Here’s my boy. 
You'll have to bear the burden and take 
care of him.’ So I just left my boy with 
God!” That woman has learned God’s 


‘solution to this problem. Have you? 
‘Then, if the boy who leaves us is 


3. We know if death should come in 
God’s permissive will, all that death can 


-do to our loved one is take him into the 


presence of the Lord he loves! 
O Christian friend, do you really be- 


lieve this? If you don’t, you’re going to 
‘make it hard for yourself, if God should 


take your boy. It’s so much better to 
get this matter settled in our hearts on 
this side of the crisis, not only that we 
might be prepared, should the death 
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notice come suddenly some day, but also 
to give us freedom from the dread that 
it might come! 

You see, the Bible says that “to be 
absent from the body” is “to be present 
[literally, at home] with the Lord” (2 
Cor. 5:8). To die is to “be with Christ; 
for it is very far better” (Phil. 1:23, 
R.V.). 

Here is a place where we must trust 
the Lord. We cannot see beyond the 
grave, and we must take God at His 
word, or be miserable and perhaps bit- 
ter. Remember our previous comment. 
God has a plan, and everything in that 
plan is in harmony with His love and 
His all-seeing wisdom, 

I do not mean that death is a pleasant 
thought or a desirable thing. No normal 
young man wants to die. As one Coast 
Guard radioman told me: “They shoot 
first for the radio room. Mr. Mason, I 
don’t want to get blown to bits!” And 
who does! But let us remember that 
the Lord Jesus overcame him that had 
the power of death, the Devil, and de- 
livered us from even “the fear of death” 
(Heb. 2:14, 15). We need not fear it, 
or consider it an inconsolable less. In 
God’s permissive will, it is “gain” (Phil. 
1:21). 


Not How Lone, But How You Live! 


We have been influenced in our think- 
ing too much by our community stand- 
ards and too little by the Bible. With 
unbelievers, death is an unmixed trag- 
edy. And it is, for them! But not for 
us who know Christ. The important 
thing for us is to be in His will and 
glorify him in our body “whether it be 
by life, or by death” (Phil. 1:20). We 
are nowhere told in the New Testament 
Epistles—the Church’s Guidebook — 
that it is important that we live long; 
it is only important how we live. It is 
important that we live deep. David 
Brainerd, Henry Martyn, John and Betty 
Stam, and a host of others, did not live 
long, but lived deep; and their testimony, 
and influence, and fruit yet remain. “He 
that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever” (1 John 2:17). May I reverently 
say that our Lord Jesus Christ died as 
a comparatively young man, yet His life 
and death shook the world to its founda- 
tions? 

Dr. P. W. Philpott was once called to 
a home where an only baby had died. 
How inadequate are words at such times! 
As he walked toward the house, in agony 
of soul he asked the Lord what he might 
say to help the young grief-stricken 
mother. And God led him to say this: 
“Dear Mrs. , there are worse things 
than having a baby in Heaven!” Dear 
Christian, remember that. You may need 
it— “There are worse things than hav- 
ing a boy in Heaven!” 

So then death is merely God’s door- 
man, God’s servant, to open the door 
we call “death” that your loved one 
might enter more abundant life. For, 
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remember, if you should hear he is dead, 
you can Scripturally say: “He was never 
before as much alive, and has never en- 
joyed life so much, as today!” What 
comfort! “Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord” (Rev. 14:13). 

Let us not forget the story Dr. Paul 
Rees, of Minneapolis, tells of a father 
who had received word that his son, a 
brilliant lad, had been killed in,a railway 
accident. Turning to his pastor he cried 
in desperation,. “Tell me, sir, where was 
God when my son was killed?” And 
in that tense moment, guidance was 
given to the counseling pastor. “My 
friend,” said he, “God was just where He 
was when His own Son was killed!” 

Chaplain W. Wyeth Willard tells of a 
touching prayer made by one of the boys 
gathered in his stateroom on the night 
before they landed on Guadalcanal, a 
prayer which is the height of real Chris- 
tian love and vision. He said: ‘Dear 
Lord, if anyone falls in the battle to- 


‘morrow, may it be me, because I know 


Christ as my Saviour and Lord. Give 
some of those poor fellows who-do not 
know Christ another chance, and take 
me if it be Thy will, O Lord.” Christ 
is adequate even for death, and the fear 
of death! : 

Moreover, if the boy who goes forth 
to war be a saved lad: 

4. We know that body of his, so dear 
to us as the home of the personality we 
loved, and the instrument of its expres- 
sion, will be raised again, strong, glori- 
ous, eternal— when Christ returns! 

Need we elaborate on this truth? We 
are clear in our minds, are we not, that 
the Scripture carefully distinguishes be- 
tween the personality and the body? We 
have never seen even our dearest loved 
one! Our body is not ourselves, but 
the home in which the personality lives, 
while on earth. As James says, “The 
body without the spirit is dead” ® (2:26). 
The body is dead, but not the spirit. The 
spirit lives on, either into the presence 
of the Lord, or banished from His pres- 


‘ence forever. 


But these bodies are dear to God also, 
as they are to us! The spirit has looked 
with love upon us through the windows 
of the house of our body (that is, the 
eyes); the hands and feet have been 
busily engaged for us; the -voice has 
caressed. We know each other through 
the instrumentality of our bodies. We 
could get along in Heaven without them, 
but God has not so willed. Man is a 
triunity: spirit, soul, and body (1 Thess. 
5:23) and Christ died to redeem the 
whole man. The fact of the redemption 
of our body is a completed transaction, 
through the blood of the cross and the 
victory of Christ’s resurrection, but the 
act of its redemption is yet future (Rom. 
8:23), awaiting the return of the Lord (1 
Cor. 15:51-57), when comes the manifes- 
tation of the sons of God in their glory 
(Rom. 8:18, 19; Phil. 3:20, 21; 1 John 3:2). 


\ (Continued on page 1037) 
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Light of Life in China.—The 
Chinese are a mighty people. In 
™ spite of war and suffering and 
chaos, forty-two million illiterates have 
been taught to read in that land since 
the war began, according to the Chinese 
embassy in London. This means prob- 
ably that fifty million at the war’s close 
will be ready to read Scripture, which 
in turn means an immense task for the 
Bible societies. ' 

A new translation of the New Testa- 
ment and Psalms is being sponsored by 
Chiang Kai-shek and his wife. The 
Psalms are already finished and the New 
Testament well under way. Mme. Chiang 
wishes the new version to have the ma- 
jesty and power of the King James Ver- 
sion, that it may do for China what that 
version has done for the English-speak- 
ing peoples. 

The Holy Light School, opened by 
leading members of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment in the capital city, Chungking, 
has already 130 pupils in seven grades. 
Its primary purpose is to lead the chil- 
dren to the Lord Jesus, and after this 
to prepare leaders in all fields for com- 
ing days in China. 

Mr. E. R. Liberty of the China Inland 
Mission in Kansu tells of a gathering 
for students. One student gave this tes- 
timony. Eighteen months before he had 
been pulled by a Christian ricksha man 
from Lingpao to Sian, a long distance. 
The coolie had been cheated and robbed, 
yet in spite of all committed his case 
to the Lord. The daily life of the rick- 
sha man greatly impressed the student, 
for every night at the inn he was wont 
to get out his Bible and, after reading, 
to engage in prayer. A few days’ liv- 
ing and eating with him convinced the 
student that there was something in 
Christianity that he needed. “I believe 
he has entered into a new relationship 
with Jesus Christ,” says Mr. Liberty. 

For God hath chosen the weak things 
~and the things that are not! 


For China’s Children.—China’s Chil- 
dren Fund, Incorporated, has its office 
‘in the Atlantic Life Building, Richmond, 
Va. Mr. Calvitt Clarke, the secretary, 
writes: 

“These are difficult days for our 
workers in China. Their problems weigh 
them down. The war has lasted so 
long, almost seven years, that the coun- 
try is exhausted. From a military stand- 
point the Chinese are as strong or 
stronger than ever. But the civilian 
population is suffering keenly.” 

He then speaks of the enormous rise 
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in the cost of living which makes life 
so difficult for Christian workers there. 
But this is not the chief thing that 
troubles them. That is expressed in such 
letters as the following one from Super- 
intendent Paulson of the Lutheran Mis- 
sion in Kwangtung: 

“After we had taken nine of the 
strayed children into our home our mis- 
sion asked us to stop, because it might 
be impossible to help them. We had to 
be very heartless against so many chil- 
dren crying for pity out of a bundle of 
rags at our door or at the wayside. I 
keep thinking of these dying children. 
I have the buildings and the Chinese 
workers who love children and yet they 
are starving. If there were only funds 
to help them.” 


Yet there is another side. Mr. Clarke 
writes of “thousands of children in our 
forty-five orphanages with food in their 
stomachs and the memory of their bit- 
ter yesterdays fading.” One more lift, 
dear friends. The end of the war cannot 
be far distant. Help Mr. Clarke to take 
in the residue of the fainting ones about 
mission doors. Is it too late to ask the 
children in American Sunday schools to 
make a special Christmas gift to this 
end? A multitude of little gifts would 
mean much. 


How They Teach the Old Testa- 
ment at Andover-Newton Seminary.— 
The Seminary bulletin for February, 1943, 
prints an ad@ress by Prof. James P. 
Berkeley. He says: 


“We know definitely that the general 
picture given in the Book of Joshua 
is not historical. That can be asserted 
positively. . . . Israel did not enter the 
land as a united people under Joshua. 
Israel did not conquer the land in three 
short miraculous, theocratic campaigns. 
... The famous Joshua stories told with 
such dramatic force belong to a late 
source dating from the eighth century 
and are far removed from the period 
of the invasion itself. ,,, The long proc- 
ess of the invasion is condensed into a 
few pages, scened and highly idealized 
for pedagogical purposes, The characters 
are pageant characters moved about by 
stage manipulation. Whole armies are 
destroyed as toy soldiers are mowed 
down. .. . This dramatic method was em- 
ployed to picture the desperate need of 
purging all the Canaanite influences out 
of Israel.” 


Then he goes on to deal with prophetic 
Scripture. The 53rd of Isaiah is “an 
idealization of the nation, the Suffering 
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Servant.” In other words, the chapter 
refers to Jewry, not to Jesus, or to a 
personal Messiah. This was a late the- 
ory adopted by Jewry after the revela-’ 
tion of Jesus as the Suffering Servant. 
So “one like the Son of man” is, in Prof. 
Berkeley’s opinion, also “a nation like 
unto a Son of man, a nation which ful- 
fills the ideal of man created in the 
image of God, mankind redeemed from 
the bestial and become truly human.” 
I judge he refers to humanity as a whole, 
certainly not to Christ. 


Professor Berkeley represents opinions 
of a generation which is past.. Of them 
Prof. A. S. Yahuda, the Egyptologist of 
Heidelberg University, speaks with. little 
respect. They are “arbitrary theories 
which can be proved neither by docu- 
mentary evidence nor by logical reason- 
ing... . Wellhausen’s system has degen- 
erated into a mass of far-fetched 
hypotheses and haphazard theories which 
only fitted within a frame of preconceived 
ideas aboyt the history, the develop- 
ment, and the composition of the Scrip- 
tures.” Prof. Yahuda does not deal with 
Joshua, but of the Pentateuch he says, 
“It is a unitary work by one man, com- 
posed at a definite time and in the very 
form and order-in which it lies before 
us.” 

Of his last book, “The Language of the 
Pentateuch in its Relation to the Egyp- 
tian,” he says, in the Introduction, .“I 
began in my earliest youth to study the 
Bible in the land of the Bible.” This 
study on the ground enabled him to 
master the dialects spoken by the Bed- 
ouins in the areas between Egypt and 
Palestine, in other words, the areas tra- 
versed by the Children of Israel in their 
forty years in the wilderness, and to 
compare these dialects with the Hebrew 
text of Numbers and Deuteronomy. As 
a result he concludes: ‘ 

“By a careful sifting and sorting .of 
the linguistic peculiarities in many por- 
tions of Numbers and especially - of 
Deuteronomy, which according to indi- 
cations given were compiled during the 
wanderings in the Sinai Peninsula, in the 
desert, and finally in the Araba close 
to Jordan, we meet with many words 
and expressions which must have been 
taken from the peoples and tribes with 
whom the Israelites came in contact in 
these areas. They occur nowhere else 
in, the Bible and are proper to the Bed- 
ouin dialects spoken in those neighbor- 
hoods today.” 

One can see from this how belated is 
the Andover-Newton theorizing in the 
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light of the writings of a great philolog- 
ical savant. 


Child Evangelism reports are coming 
in. At a conference in Kansas a dele- 
gate from Junction City told how she 
had been convicted of sin in not win- 
ning the children to Christ. She went 
back to her Sunday school class and led 
nine to Christ in one day, and has been 
winning souls ever since. One from 
Wakarusa attended a Child Evangelism 
teacher training class in Topeka, went 
back to her little community, and had 
the joy of winning 78 to Christ last year. 
A teacher from Holton testified that she 
herself was saved in a teacher training 
class through Mrs. Ranney’s “Founda- 
tion Lessons.” A girl from this same 
town has been used of the Lord to bring 
a hundred boys and girls to Christ as 
she has come into contact with them in 
her classes and on the streets. 

Paulo Rizzo describes open-air work 
or evangelizing the children in the tra- 
ditionally Catholic city ,of Campinas, 
Brazil. It was conducted every Sunday 
throughout the school year and with the 
co-operation of four evangelical Sunday 
schools. The music in the open air was 
led by a good violinist and a harmonium 
player. 

“First we would have a singing prac- 
tice with the children, and then make 
our way to a near-by public square 
where the Sunday school scholars them- 
selves, with their harmonious singing, 
attracted numbers of people, both chil- 
dren and adults. Then one of us, having 
prepared previously, would tell a Bible 
story, sometimes illustrated by pictures. 
It was remarkable that at some of these 
meetings, after the Sunday school chil- 
dren were tired and went home, our 
unconverted hearers would remain for 
a long time, singing our hymns with an 
enthusiasm that would put to shame cer- 
tain congregations.” 


The Second Centenary of Jefferson’s 
Birth has been celebrated this year. An 
article in the Union Seminary Review 
by R. K. Eutsler gives a sober estimate 
of the relative importance of Jefferson’s 
work, and Madison’s, and traces back 
the religious sources of their political 
contributions. Jefferson was a prophet 
of liberty and useful in this role. But 
he was not concerned about safeguard- 
ing justice, for he believed it would be 
protected by man’s natural morality. He 
considered himself motivated by true 
Christianity, but in reality he was Uni- 
tarian in his opinions, “ascribing to 
Jesus,” as he said, “every human excel- 
lence, and believing He never claimed 
any other.” He held that man’s innate 
goodness, human reason, and education 
are the safeguards of liberty. It was 
the old eighteenth century “enlighten- 
ment.” 

On the other hand, Madison, who was 
the real author of our Constitution, be- 
lieved that governments are not possible 
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because man is innately good, but con- 
versely are necessary because man is in- 
nately evil. They are needed because 
each man and each group of men with 
similar interests, usually economic, at- 
tempt to establish themselves as the ulti- 
mate end of life. The only government 
that really preserves liberty, protects 
natural rights, and establishes justice 
is one that succeeds in playing these 
relative ends and factions against one 
another, so that an equilibrium of liberty 
and justice is brought about and main- 
tained. 

“This attitude toward government,” 
says the Union Seminary student, “is 
rooted in a Calvinist religious back- 
ground that recognizes the reality of the 
sin of man and thé sovereignty of God.” 
He then shows how profoundly Madison 
was under the influence of Calvinist 
teachers,— the ministers of his parish, hig 
teacher Thomas Martin, and his Prince- 
ton professor, John Witherspoon. He 
compares a passage in Madison’s famous 
Federalist No. 10 with one in the fourth 
book of Calvin’s Institutes, which as- 
serted that, because of the sin of man, 
government should be in the hands of 
the many. 

Then he continues,—and it must be 
remembered that these forthright words 
come out of Union Theological Sem- 
inary: 

“Strangely enough the liberalism of 
recent years has led men away from the 
realism of Madison to the simple confi- 
dence in man so characteristic of Jef- 
ferson. It has likewise led them to a 
denial of the use of power in govern- 
ment which is so clearly revealed in 
much of the modern pacifist movement. 
The recent phenomenal rise of tyrannical 
governments has revealed this unwar- 
ranted confidence and the .weakness of 
the emasculated Christianity from which 
it has sprung. If we age to have real- 
istic politics the half-gods must go. We 
must return to a Biblical understanding 
of man, recognizing with Madison man’s 
exceeding sinfulness. We must know 
that man’s sinfulness demands a co- 
ercive government that seeks to preserve 
liberty and safeguard justice, but that 
government must always stand under 
the judgment of the Sovereign of all 
men.” 


In the Army.—Major Bergstrom, chap- 
lain to the Armored Force School, Fort 
Knox, Ky., has given over 22,000 Gideon 
Testaments to soldiers, and every one of 
them has been accompanied with per- 
sonal conversation. That is “personal 
work” on a great scale. Chaplain C. D. 
Chrisman, speaking of this Gideon work 
of Scripture distribution, relates: 

“I have seen wounded men in their 
suffering show me their blood-stained 
New Testaments. It is a beautiful sight, 
as one passes through our wards and 
sick bays, to see the wounded and dying 
quietly reading their New Testaments. 
The Holy Spizit has been leading men 
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to a saving knowledge of Christ through 
these little New Testamen 

After Gospel services on a warship of 
the Coast Guard Training Center at Bal- 
timore one of the sailors engaged in con- 
versation with the speakers. He told 
them that the men do not care to be told 
of a new world brotherhood, a new world 
order, and of social service. “They want 
to hear about Christ.” 


Roman Catholic Notes.—There are con- 
scientious objectors among Catholic 
clergy, and one of them, Father Hugo, 
visiting pacifist Harold Keane, sentenced 
to thirty months imprisonment, said to 
him: “A New Testament and a pair of 
knees are all one needs in jail.” A Cath- 
olic priest, who reduces Romanism to 
that, is not far from the Kingdom. 

The President of Fordham University, 
Fr. R. I. Gannon, S.J., preaching in West- 
minster Cathedral, London, gave utter- 
ance to an opinion that is hard to rec- 
oncile with the usual conception of pope 
and priest. “What was it that shattered 
Christianity in the sixteenth century?” 
he asked. “It was the Italian Popes 
themselves,—the Popes and Cardinals 
and Bishops of the Renascence who buf- 
feted the face of Christ and tore His 
seamless garments into shreds. For they 
were a lot of dead pagans who paraded 
as living Catholics, dressed in the holy 
vestments of the priesthood and soaked 
with the spirit of the world.” 

A picture in The Register (R.C.) of 
Denver, showing a soldier receiving a 
wafer on his tongue at Communion, is 
headlined: “Devout Reception of the 
King of Kings.” 


Brief Notes 


The Lord’s Acre, begun in small coun- 
try churches in western North Carolina 
in 1930, is now being farmed by nearly 
3,000 churches in the U.S.A. and in hun- 
dreds of churches on mission fields, 


An interdenominational Society for the 
Propagation of the Ten Commandments 
has been organized by laymen of 
Charleston, S. C. The Commandments 
should be put up in schools and churches 
all over the land. 


A convert in San Quentin Prison 
writes: “A man has to be born again 
to stand in the center of this prison yard, 
where 4,000 men are, and preach Christ. 
Wish you could see the kind of looks 
that some give us. But the harder the 
looks the louder we preach.” 


Various city ordinances against the dis- 
tribution of tracts, pamphlets, etc., passed 
from time to time by political Roman- 
ism, have received their death-prick 
from the Supreme Court in Washington. 
Chief Justice Hughes, son of a Baptist 
minister, stated the case somewhat in 
this form: Since the Constitution of the 
United States guarantees freedom of the 
press, it follows logically that what the 
press prints must be allowed to be dis- 
tributed freely. The decision of &e 
lower courts is hereby reversed, 
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LESSON 1. JANUARY 2. JESUS BEGINS HIS MINISTRY 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 1:1-22; printed text, Mark 1:9-22 
Golden Text.—Repent ye, and believe the gospel.—Mark 1:15 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Mark 1:9-22 


Kine James VERSION 


Mark 1:9 And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came 
from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. 

10 And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: 

11 And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

12 And immediately the spirit driveth him into the wilderness. 

13 And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of 
Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered 
unto him. 

14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Gali- 
lee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 

15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 

16 Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were 
fishers. 

17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will 
make you to become fishers of men. 

18 And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him. 

19 And when he had gone a little farther thence, he saw James 
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the 
ship mending their nets. 

20 And straightway he called them: and they left their father 
Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him. 

21 And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sab- 
bath day he entered into the synagogue, and taught. 

22 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them 
as one that had authority, and not as the scribes. 


— 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Mark 1:9 And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came 
from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John ' in the Jordan. 
10 And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens rent asunder, and the Spirit as a dove descending upon 
him: 11 And a voice came out of the heavens, Thou art my 
beloved Son, in thee I am well pleased. 

12 And straightway the Spirit driveth him forth into the wil- 
derness. 13 And he was in the wilderness forty days tempted 
of Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels min- 
istered unto him. 

14 Now after John was delivered up, Jesus came into Galilee, 
preaching the ? gospel of God, 15 and saying, The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe in 
the 2 gospel. 

16 And passing along by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net in the sea; for they 
were fishers. 17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, 
and I will make you to become fishers of men. 18 And straight- 
way they left the nets, and followed him. 19 And going on a 
little further, he saw *James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother, who also were in the boat mending the nets. 20 And 
straightway he called them: and they left their father Zebedee 


. in the boat with the hired servants, and went after him. 


21 And they go into Capernaum; and straightway on the sab- 
bath day he entered into the synagogue and taught. 22 And 
they were astonished at his teaching: for he taught them as 
having authority, and not as the scribes. 


1Gr., into. *Or, good tidings. *Or, Jacob. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by’ the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


T WAS given to Mark to portray the 
I life of the Son of God on earth in 

the specific character of the Servant, 
who came to do the Father’s will and 
to give His life a ransom for many (Mark 
10:45). Mark dwells more upon the 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ than upon 
His words. His ceaseless activity is seen 
throughout, as evidenced by the frequent 
use of a Greek word translated in our 
English Bibles forthwith, immediately, 
anon, and straightway. It occurs forty 
times in Mark and only forty times in 
all the rest of the New Testament. Dis- 
pensational distinctions do not stand out 
so clearly in Mark’s Gospel as in Mat- 
thew, which is distinctively the Gospel 
of the Kingdom, nor as in John, where 
stress is laid at the very beginning upon 
the rejection of Christ as the Eternal 
Word become flesh, by Israel, to whom 
He came in grace. 


It is precious indeed to trace out the 
holy. activities of the Son of God as He 
served in lowliness and compassion, ever 
seeking to glorify the Father as He alle- 
viated human wretchedness and by His 
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works of power gave evidence of His 
true deity. He could not have been other 
than the Son of God to do what He did. 
No mere man, however holy and gifted, 
could cleanse lepers with a touch or a 
word, give new strength to palsied limbs 
in response to the prayer of faith, open 
the lips of the dumb and unstop deaf 
ears, still the raging tempest, feed multi- 
tudes with a few loaves and fishes, and 
call the dead back to life. All His mir- 
acles were such as would benefit man- 
kind. He did nothing of a spectacular 
character simply to astonish people and 
display His power. Always He mani- 
fested the compassion of God toward suf- 
fering men and women, 


The Historical Setting 


The author of this Gospel is that John 
Mark, son of Mary, who served for a 
time with Paul and Barnabas'as a fellow 
helper during their first missionary jour- 
ney (Acts 13:5). He was with them 
throughout the Cypress campaign, but 
went home from Pamphylia upon their 
return to the mainland. Paul felt his 
defection keenly and would not permit 
him to go with them when a second mis- 
sionary tour was.proposed. Barnabas, 
to whom Mark was related, insisted on 
taking him—and finally did so after 
separating from Paul (Acts 15:37-39). 





It is good to know that in later years © 


Paul’s confidence in Mark was restored 
(2 Tim. 4:11). He was the companion 
of Peter for many years, according to 
early church records, and his Gospel is 
supposed to have been written largely 
under Peter’s direction. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 1:9.—‘Jesus came from Nazareth 

. - and was baptized of John in Jor- 
dan.” In this sudden way we are in- 
troduced to the divine Servant who, at 
God’s appointed hour, laid aside His 
tools and carpenter’s apron and pledged 
Himself in baptism to fulfill all right- 
eousness on behalf of those who, by this 
same sacred rite, confessed their sinful- 
ness and their need of a Saviour (Matt. 
3:6, 15). He who had no sins .to con- 
fess identified Himself with sinners. as 
the One who was to be baptized in death 
on their behalf. 

Verse 10—‘He saw the heavens 
opened.” The opened heavens expressed 
the Father’s delight in His Son. At last 
a Man was found on earth whose one 
object was to glorify God. Upon Him 
the Spirit descended in some visible 
form, with dovelike gentleness. The 
mourning dove (Isa, 38:14) is the bird 
of love and sorrow, and thus Jesus Christ 
was fitly marked out as the eternal Lover 
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‘who was to be, because of man’s sin, the 
Man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief. 

Verse 11.—“A voice prom heaven.” We 

xe here the entire Trinity concerned in 
wne work of salvation. When the Son 
consecrated Himself in baptism to die 
on sinful man’s behalf, the Spirit sealed 
Him, and the Father proclaimed Him as 
the one in whom He found all His de- 
light. 

Verse 12.—“‘The Spirit driveth him into 
the wilderness.” As the dependent Man 
on earth, He voluntarily put Himself un- 
der the Holy Spirit’s direction, at whose 
bidding He went into the wilderness of 
Quarantana, east of caren, to be 
tempted of the Devil. 


Verse 13.—“He was there .. . tempted 
of Satan; ... with the wild beasts; and 
the angels ministered unto him.” The 
first man fell in a garden of delight, 
surrounded by every evidence of God’s 
favor. The second Man met Satan and 
overcame him in a gloomy desert, among 
savage beasts. There in His physical 
weakness He was the object of angelic 
care and solicitude. 


Verse 14.—“Jesus came into Galilee, 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of 
God.” This-was after the first Judean 
ministry of our Lord, as recorded in the 
early chapters of John’s Gospel. The 
term “the gospel of the kingdom” means 
the good news of the reign of God over 
the earth beginning in the hearts of 
those who are born from above (John 
3:5). 


Verse 15.—“The time is fulfilled.” That 
is, the prophetic period spoken of in 
Daniel 9—the consummation of the 
sixty-nine weeks of years, after which 
Messiah was to be cut off. The King- 
dom, or the authority of God over the 
earth, was ready to be established, if 
man was ready for it. Only by repent- 
ance and faith could this be. 


Verse 16.—“He saw Simon and Andrew 
. casting a net.” These two had been 
drawn to Him before as a result of the 
testimony of John the Baptist, who had 
been recently imprisoned (John 1:35-42). 
They believed’ in Jesus before. They 
were now chosen to be with Him in 
preparation for public testimony. 


Verse 17.—“‘Come ye after me, and I 
will make you ... fishers of men.” As 
yielded to His will in loving obedience, 
they would be taught by Him in the 
great art of taking men alive and lead- 
ing them to know and obey Him, too. 


Verse 18.—“They forsook their nets, 
and followed him.” Recognizing His 
call as paramount to all else, they gave 
up their temporal employment as fisher- 
men, to enter the school of Christ, that 
they might become His messengers to 
Israel and the world. 


Verse 19.—‘He saw James ... and 
John his brother ... in the ship mend- 
ing their nets.” They, too, had known 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


13. December 26.—God’s Great Love and 
ey Gs Racavcddesacesat Matthew 2:1-12 





First Quarter, 1944 
1, January 2.—Jesus Begins His Minis- 


ik iccustotiépebtadaienitduawmsel Mark 1:1-22 
2. January 9.—Jesus Busy with His 
Ministry of Love ...... Mark 1:23 to 2:14 








Him before. John was one of those who 
left the Baptist to go to the Lord Jesus 
and evidently he had wor his brother 
James, as Andrew won Peter. 

Verse 20.—“They left their father Zebe- 
dee ... with the hired servants, and 
went after him.” There is no hint that 
the father objected to the decisive action 
of his sons. Called to full-time service, 
they, too, forsook the fishing business 
to become winners of souls, 


Verse 21.—“They went into Caper- 
naum; and ... he entered into the syna- 
gogue, and taught.” Capernaum was 
hereafter to be recognized as His own 
city (Matt. 4:13) where He made what 
we would call today the headquarters 
of His great mission. There, in the syna- 
gogue built by a Roman centurion (Luke 
7:5), He preached the Word, announcing 
the coming Kingdom of righteousness. 

Verse 22.—“He taught them as one that 
had authority, and not as the scribes.” 
The scribes based all their teaching on 
the sayings of noted rabbis and their 
interpretation of the Scriptures. The 
Lord Jesus Christ spoke directly as one 
authorized to declare the mind of God 
Himself. This astonished His hearers, 
who knew Him only as the reputed son 
of Joseph, the carpenter of Nazareth. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

As the divine Servant, Jesus Christ 
came from the glory that was His with 
the Father in the past eternity, into the 
world to do, not His own will, but the 
will of Him who sent Him. In all His 
words and ways He was subject to the 
Spirit’s direction. This was the perfec- 
tion of His ministry. He made no move 
save by divine direction. Though Him- 
self the eternal Son, He laid aside the 
form of God and took the form of a 
servant, that He might glorify the Father 
and redeem mankind. 


A Lesson Outline 

Tue Perrect SERVANT 
His way prepured (vs. 1-8) 
Dedicated in baptism (v. 9) 
Sealed by the Spirit (v. 10) 
Acknowledged by the Father (v. 11) 
Directed by the Spirit (v. 12) 
Tested by Satan (v. 13) 
Proclaiming the. Kingdom (vs. 14, 15) 
Making disciples (vs. 16-20) 
Teaching with Authority (vs. 21, 22) 


‘ 
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The Abrupt Opening of Mark’s Gospel. 
It is very noticeable the way Mark be- 
gins his story of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Matthew and Luke give many details 
concerning His miraculous birth, and 
each gives a genealogical table — the one 
through Joseph, lineal descendant of 
Solomon, and the other through Mary, 
the daughter of Heli, who was descended 
from David’s son Nathan. John carries 
us back into the eternity of the past, 
where we see the Word as one with the 
Father and yet distinct in personality. 
Then we learn how He became flesh in 
order to save a ruined race. But there 
is practically no such introduction at all 
in Mark’s record. He tells of a Servant 
and that blessed One, the Son of God, 
who appears suddenly at the Jordan. to 
be baptized of John and then begins 
His great mission without delay. We do 
not inquire as to the genealogy of a 
servant. What we are concerned about 
are his character and his abilities. These 
are what Mark lays emphasis upon as 
he tells the wonderful story of the great 
Servant-Prophet, who busied Himself 
continuously in glorifying, the Father 
and ministering to poor, ruined human- 
ity. 

The Kingdom of God. This expression 
is used in several different ways in 
Scripture. Primarily, it refers to the 
divine rule over the entire universe. 
“His kingdom ruleth over all” (Psa, 103: 
19). In a more limited sense it refers 
to the manifest reign of Christ, which 
is to be established over the whole world 
when He returns the second time. It is 
thus it is presented in Daniel 2:44; 7: 
13, 14, and many other Scriptures. Dur- 
ing the present age it is a moral and 
spiritual authority, set up in the hearts 
of believers, who gladly own subjection 
to the One against whom the world is 
in rebellion (Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 4:20). 
It is also used as synonymous with 
Heaven itself, where the will of God 
is done perfectly (1 Cor. 6:9, 10; 15:50). 
The Kingdom was offered to Israel, but 
when they refused to own the King, it 
was taken from them and given to others 
who would be willing to receive Him 
(Matt. 12:28; 21:43). Now, in mystical 
form, it is in the world, though not rec- 
ognized by those who have never been 
born from above (John 3:3-5). 


Applications and Summaries 

As the Servant, Christ has set an ex- 
ample to all His followers of the blessed- 
ness of living for the benefit of others. 

The life of Jesus Christ on earth was a 
constant rebuke to the natural selfishness 
of the human heart. 

Are we seeking to follow in the steps 
of Him who pleased not Himself, but 
delighted in subjection to the Father’s 
will? 

Christendom is made up of millions of 
baptized people, to vast numbers of 
whom their submission to this rite has 
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Lesson for January 2 


never meant dedication to the service of 
God. How is it with us? 

In Jesus Christ, the Father saw the 
only Man to whom the will of the Father 
was supreme, (John 4:34.) It was this 
that gave Him such delight and caused 
Him to proclaim Him from Heaven as 
His beloved Son. 

Only as we know Christ for ourselves 
and live in fellowships with Him shall 
we, too, be well pleasing unto God. Is 
this our heart’s sole object? 

CHICAGO. 

ut 


Questions for Teacher and Class 





as given on a later page of this issue? 


N WHAT character does Mark portray , 


, Christ? 
2. Where was the Lord Jesus before 
He started His public ministry? 

3. Why did God speak audibly to Christ 
at the time of this lesson? 

4. What “time” was it, from God’s view- 
point? 

5. Why was the Lord Jesus Christ bap- 
tized by John when He had no sins of 
which to repent? 

6. What is repentance? 

7. Since Jesus Christ was from His birth 
the holy One of God, why was He tempted? 

8. Was it right for James and John to 
leave their father to do the work while 
they followed the Lord Jesus? 

9. Why did Christ need human helpers? 

10. How may we become successful fishers 
of men? 


m 
The Illustration Round Table 
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lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading a leafiet. ex- 








Preference will be to Mustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indi in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations are not to be submitted from 
earlier issues of Tne Sunday School Times 
“Tilustration Round Table.” Where illustra- 
tions sub are from other departments 
of the es, the page number and year of 
the issue should be shown, or the title of the 
article from which taken should be given. 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked te 
limit te six the total for any one lessen. 


The Secret a Bandit Learned.—Repent 
ye, and believe the gospel (Golden 
Text). A colporteur reports: “On my 
way from D—, to a village situated 
among high mountains, I had to go by 
a solitary road: I suddenly saw a man 
holding a big knife in his hand and ap- 
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proaching me, apparently with the inten- 
tion of robbing or killing me. I said: 
‘Why do you do this, my friend? I do 
not mind if I die, as I am sure to be 
received into the eternal places. But, 
oh, how I pity you! In what a wretched 
state you will ‘be, with your conscience 
whipping you, and the Government fol- 
lowing you! Above all, you will be cast 
into the furnace of eternal fire of hell!’ 
He said: ‘You are the first person I ever 
saw who stood before death with a smile 
on his face. There must be a secret to 
this. What is it?? Reading from John 
11, I knelt down and prayed earnestly 
for him. He began to confess the sins 
of his life. ‘For twenty-seven years,’ he 
said, ‘I have been leading a lawless life. 
This dagger has pierced nine breasts. 
. » . Can God forgive me all these sins?’ 
‘Yes, certainly, if you repent,” I an- 
swered. The man continued: ‘I would 
like to , buy your Bible, but I do not 
have the money. Will you accept this 
dagger in exchange for it?’ ‘I will take 
the knife as a sign of your repentance,’ 
I replied, He then refused the two dol- 
lars I offered him, saying, ‘I prefer to go 
without money, and to trust the God 
who spoke to me through you and saved 
me.’”—From Bible Society Record. Sent 
by Mrs. Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


More Than Repairs Needed.—Repent 
ye, and believe the gospel (Golden Text). 
While waiting in the studio of a broad- 
casting station in Cleveland, an adver- 
tiser’s voice was heard through the loud 
speaker, announcing, “If you need any- 
thing in watch repairing go to ——,” 
and a certain firm name was mentioned. 
One of the employees looked up and ex- 
claimed, “I need no watch repairing; 
what I need is a watch.” It furnished 
me with an excellent text. What the 
unsaved man needs is ‘not a repairing of 
his life. He needs a new life altogether, 
which comes only through a second 
birth. Reformation is like watch repair- 
ing. Repentance is like.the recognition 
of the lack of a watch—From H.-A. 
Ironside. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng.; and E. M. James, 
Toronto, Ont. 


He Came for the Wrong Spirit.—And 
.the Spirit like a dove descending upon 
him (Mark 1:10). “I have come a hundred 
miles,” said a minister, “to get some of 
Mr. Moody’s spirit.” “You don’t want 
my spirit,” was the reply. “What you 
want is the Spirit of God.”—From the 
Young People’s Standard. Sent by W. 
J. Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


Heaven’s Arithmetic.—The Spirit like 
a dove descending . . @ voice from 
heaven ... Thou art my beloved Son 
(vs. 10, 11). Daniel Webster had been 
attending a service in a church in Bos- 
ton where they stood strongly for the 
fundamentals of the faith. Coming from 
the church he was met by a Unitarian, 
who said to him, “So you’ve been to the 
church where they teach you that three 
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times one is one?” Mr. Webster replied 
solemnly, “My friend, you and I do not 
understand the arithmetic of Heaven.”— 
From the Pentecostal Evangel. Sent by 
M. H. James, Toronto, Ont. 


While the Preachers Talked.—I will 
make you to become fishers of men (v. 
17). Not long ago three preachers and 
a Christian layman were riding together 
on a train. They chatted about the 
things of the Lord, and were enjoying 
real fellowship. When the matter of per- 
sonal work came up, the clergymen 
frankly admitted to each other that it 
was never easy for them to approach an- 
other individual about Jesus Christ. 
While they were discussing the probable 
reason for this difficulty, the layman left 
them and sat down beside a soldier far- 
ther down the aisle, engaging him im- 
mediately in conversation that “led 
toward the presentation of the Gospel. 
Is it any wonder there were three very 
red faces, and that one of the three said 
with evident feeling: “May the Lord 
forgive us. We three preachers sit here 
talking about soul-winning, and he goes 
and does it."—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Mrs. Robert Viniag, Piedmont, 
W. Va. Prize illustration. 


“Called . .. and Answered.”—And 
straightway they forsook their nets, and 
followed him (v. 18). A youth who, 
because of faithful work in a small coun- 
try store, had secured a larger place in 
a city, reached his hotel at night and 
asked the clerk to call him at six o’clock 
in the morning. An overwhelming sense 
of timidity and unfitness kept him at the 
point of deciding to give up his new posi- 
tion. In the morning the clerk called 
and he answered. On dressing he dis- 
covered a card under the door on which 
was written: “Mr. Mallory, you were 
called at six o’clock, and you answered.” 
In a moment he saw the whole situation 
in regard to his work. He had been 
called, and he had answered. How many 
times we forget we have been called, 
and that we answered.—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Ont.; and Mrs. B. Dowen, East- 
bourne, Sussex, Eng. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Peter in Mark’s Gospel.—And straight- 
way .. . and immediately ... and 
straightway ... and straightway (Mark 
1:10, 12, 18, 20). Covering the library 
wall above my desk are thirteen beau- 
tiful pictures, in color, of Dickens’ char- 
acters. These prints were sent to me 
by a great English company which 
learned I was fond of Dickens. They 
are copies of paintings this company had 
made for advertising purposes. I call 
them “The friends of my youth.” There 
is Mr. Pickwick, Wilkins. Micawber, 
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Toby Veck, Captain Cuttle, Sam Weller, 
and eight others. When I lean back in 
my chair and look up, I drop back to 
the days when I sat up half the night 
with these charming fellows, and I 
laugh! When these folks speak I know 
them. Dickens doesn’t have to add, 
after a deliverance, “said Mr. Pickwick,” 
or, “replied Micawber.” 

All of. this is to call attention to the 
fact: that no scholar has to tell you that 
Mark was writing for Peter. Peter was 
a “Johnny-on-the-spot.” Or, as some of 
you would say, “Quick on the trigger.” 
Out cf the boat: into the water (Matt. 
14:28). At mount of Transfiguration. In 
the garden, and the policeman’s ear cut 
off. Out by the fire, and the call down 
by the rooster’s crow. Same in Peter’s 
letters — “Your adversary the devil... 
walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour” (1 Pet. 5:8), “The Lord said, 
Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath de- 
sired to have you” (Luke 22:31). Now, 
having started you, go ahead and have 
the fun of digging up the proofs that 
Mark wrote for Peter. 

I have always said, if I were a pro- 
fessor in a school of journalism, I would 
use the Gospel of Mark as a textbook. 
It is a fine example of near-perfect re- 
porting. Not a word wasted. Would 
have been a perfect cable news sender. 
The Holy Spirit was the secret of Mark, 
and Heaven always does everything to 
perfection. 


Good Bait.—I will make you to become 
fishers of men (v. 17). As I take up 
this note I hold in my hand.a most beau- 
tiful little book. It is called “The Tes- 
tament for Fishers of Men.” It was 
sent to me January 1, 1924, twenty 
years ago, by my colleague, Wade C. 
Smith. It is done on India paper, bound 
in the best.seal, and the gold on the 
edges is as bright as it was twenty years 
ago. The little book is so lovely I have 
never carried.it. I might lose it and 
the message Mr. Smith has written on 
the flyleaf for me. 

The Introduction is the work of Mr. 
Smith. In it he tells how to fish for men 
and what bait to use. The book is pub- 
lished by John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va. There are, of course; cheaper copies 
available. 

There is just one point I want to raise 
in. this note. After all is said and done 
about fishing for men it will be found 
that the catch depends on the bait. 
“What you are speaks so loud I cannot 
hear what you say” is the old expression 
of the idea. The teacher will win the 
scholar to the Lord by being good bait. 
That is to say, a real Christian after the 
Master’s model. The worldly teacher 
will never land the boys or girls in the 
Kingdom. They are ‘the wrong sort of 
bait. It will be found that many a man 
and woman have come to the Lord Jesus 
because they saw Jesus Christ in Mother 
or Father, or both. I have ‘heard many 
say so. 
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Religious Cranks.—-They were aston- 
ished at his doctrine (v. 22). “Aston- 
ished” is translating it mildly. They 
were “exceedingly amazed” that anyone 
should tell that “dog-eat-dog” genera- 
tion to love his enemies. On another 
occasion His disciples said, “He is be- 
side himself” (Mark 3:21). The scribes 
said, “He hath Beelzebub” (v. 22). 

When Paul was before Festus for 
preaching the Lord Jesus’ doctrine, that 
ruler cried with a loud voice, “Paul, 
thou art beside thyself.” That is to say, 
“Paul, much learning has turned you 
out a crank.” (Acts 26:24.) 

The world has not changed in this re- 
spect in 1,900 years. Out here in Eastern 
Pennsylvania we have a sort of people 
that is called “The Plain People” and 
“The Pennsylvania Dutch.” They are 
known as Amish, Dunkards. Mennonites, 
Church of God, Brethren, and so on. 
They undertake to live in line with 
Christ’s doctrines. You will find the 
townships with such names+as Donegal, 
Sadsbury, and such English-Scotch-Irish 
names, but the big farms with the 
double-decker barns all belong to the 
“Plain People.” The women wear little 
white caps and sugar-scoop bonnets, and 
the men and boys black, broadbrim 
felt hats. These fine farms once be- 
longed to the Scotch-Irish. These “Plain 
People” had little farms on the poor 
hillsides. Here they lived as they be- 
lieved Jesus Christ taught. The Scotch- 
Irish laughed at them with their clothes 
without buttons, peculiarly ugly garb 
unchanged by fashion. Said, “Religious 
cranks,” 

The Plain People lived right on in the 
Lord’s way, as they understood it. Abun- 
dance of good food, but nothing for 
worldly extravagance. Today they own 
the farms, and the country is called “The 
Garden Spot of America.” 

Drive up through this land some day 
and get an eyeful. The Geographic 
Magazine for July, 1941, has an account 
of this “cranky,” “amazing,” “nutty” lot 
of people who have believed Jesus’ doc- 
trines, put them in practice, and reaped 
according to God’s promise. 

COATESVILLE, PA. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HIS year we shall try a slightly dif- 

ferent plan in this column. Each 
week there will be a criticism of a Pri- 
mary class or department by a pupil of 
that class. We can learn some much 
needed lessons if we will heed these 
complaints from the children themselves, 
and then profit by the suggestions as 
they are given to overcome the diffi- 
culty. 

Topay’s SUGGESTIONS 

“I don’t like to go to Sunday school 
because the children get up and run 
around and talk out loud. I like church 
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better because the people sit down and 
keep still, and I can hear the organ.” 

This. is verbatim from a six-year-old 
boy. Lack of reverence and order evi- 
dently annoy him very much. He also 
shows a love of good music which is 
not satisfied in his department. So we 
have three suggestions from his criti- 
cism, Better order, A good worship pro- 
gram, and Good, mtisic. More helpers 
in the department would probably help 
the order, as there are often more chil- 
dren than the teachers can take care of. 
A good worship program that takes time 
and careful planning will promote a 
reverent attitude by children and 
teachers alike, for the teachers need it 
as much as the little ones do. - Good 
music, of course, takes somebody to plan 
for it who knows music. All these sugges- 
tions are thoroughly good ones, and will 
make a change in any Primary Depart- 
ment that will try them. 


Topay’s LESSON 


1. The people in this lesson. 

Jesus Christ, John the Baptist, Satan, 
angels, Peter and Andrew, James 
and John, Zebedee and the hired 
men. 


2. The story in three parts. 
(1) The baptism of Jesus Christ by 
John the Baptist. 


(2) The temptation of the Lord Jesus 
by Satan, followed by the ministry 
of angels to the Lord. 

(3) The call of four disciples — Peter 
and Andrew, James and John. 


The lesson for the Primary children 
had better be centered on the third part. 
Touch on the baptism and temptation, 
but come quickly to the call of the dis- 
ciples. This is an interesting lesson to 
children. Boats and fishermen are al- 
ways of interest, especially to the. little 
boys. Give them the background of the 
Sea of Galilee, the fishing boats along 
the shore, with the men washing the 
nets and mending them, as many of the. 
children have seen fishermen doing 
along the beaches where they have spent 
their vacations. The disciples are about 
their everyday work. ; 

Then the Lord Jesus Christ enters: the. 
picture. He walks along the shore, and 
calls these men to follow Him. What 
a power He must have had, that men 


would leave their work and follow Him! 


But they did. 

We don’t know what became of the 
nets of Peter and Andrew when they 
left them, but Zebedee, the father of 
James and John, took over the business 
with the hired servants, and carried on 
while the two brothers went with the 
Lord. 

This is a splendid place to tell the 
children how the Lord Jesus speaks to 
them when they are about their school 
work or at play or helping Mother, just 
as He spoke to these men at work, and 
He asks them to follow Him, not to go 
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away from home while they are little, 
though some of them will go for Him 
when they are grown—go as mission- 
aries to tell the Gospel story far away. 
But they can all follow Him and be His 
disciples at home and at school, telling 
others about the Lord Jesus, and living 
for Him. 

All the quarter’s lessons center about 
the Lord, and most include the disciples, 
so a set of figures of Christ and His 
disciples would be a good investment, 
and could be used either on the flannel- 
graph or the sand table. 

Mopesto, CALIF. - 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


ver the story of Mark 1:1-20. Then 
give out individual Gospels, if pos- 


sible, as marking is suggested. Gospels 


of Mark may be secured from the Scrip- 
ture Gift Mission, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 
7, at 3 cents each, postpaid. 

Just twice in today’s lesson do we lis- 
ten to the Lord’s direct words. You may 
underline them in your Gospel. In the 
fifteenth verse of the first chapter, the 
Lord Jesus tells us that the Kingdom of 
God has come near. We think it is won- 
derful to be a citizen of America. What 
privileges do we have that citizens of 
some other countries do not have? The 
Lord Jesus made it possible for us to 
be citizens of the country called the 
Kingdom of God. What are some of the 
privileges God gives the citizens of His 
Kingdom? Can one be a citizen of two 
countries among the countries of earth 
at the same time; that is, if you were 
born a Mexican, could you become an 
American citizen and still be a citizen 
of Mexico? No, one can be a citizen 
of only one earth country at a time. 
Similarly, one cannot be a citizen of the 
country of God and the country of sin 
at the same time. 

In which of these countries were you 
born a citizen? Yes, you were born into 
the country of sin, and your sins need 
to be forgiven before you can become 
a citizen of God’s country. 

John the Baptist told people, just be- 
fore the Lord Jesus came, that they must 
straighten out the wrong and crooked 
things in their lives by confessing that 
they were sinners, and being baptized. 

The Lord, too, said that to enter this 
country of God a person must be sorry 
for his wrongdoing and turn away from 
it—he must give up his citizenship in 
sin—and believe the Good News. What 
Good News? The Good News of the 
Kingdom of God—that the Lord came 
to give His life on the cross so that 
our sins might be forgiven and we might 
have eternal life and become citizens 
of Heaven. How can one know about 
this Good News and believe it? By 
reading the Bible. We are going to 
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read Mark’s Good News, or Gospel. 
“Repent ye, and believe the gospel” 
(Golden Text). 

I am going to make a drawing on the 
blackboard. You may each make one 
to put on the wall of your room or in 
your Bible. First, we shall make a road 
running from south to north, now one 
going east across it. The one going north 
is the wrong road you have been travel- 
ing ever since you were born. The one 
going east is the Gospel Road to the 
Kingdom of-God. Here is an arrow from 
the south to the crossing. Today we 
are standing at the tip of the arrow. 
Shall we keep on going along the sin 
road or.turn off on the Gospel Road? 
The Lord’s traffic lights, which never 
change, will help us. On this corner 
we find a red light with the Lord’s 
words, “Repent ye.” Under the light is 
“and.” Now a green arrow points traffic 
along the Gospel Road. Above the stem 
of the arrow is “believe”; and below it, 
“the gospel.” 

If you decide to go along Gospel Road, 
you will need some help in order to be 
good citizens of God’s Kingdom. Take 
your Gospel, and make a mark after 
each verse I name, so that you can tell 
















i will take more 
than the digging 
of a hand trowel, 
or the scratching 
of a garden plow 
to break up this 
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how far to read each day: 1:5, 8, 11, 13, 
15, 20, 22. (The teacher who wishes 
these assignments to prepare for the fol- 
lowing lesson may use: 1:8, 20, 28, 34, 
45; 2:12, 14) How many of you will 
make a decision today about your citi- 
zenship, and then read some every day 
in the Gospel of Mark? 


Now let us find the Lord’s direct words 
in verse 17, and underline them. He 
wants those who are going along Gospel 
Road with Him to bring others with 
them. You can do this by reading your 
Gospel to someone else every day, and 
inviting him to travel the Gospel Road 
with you. Perhaps the whole family 
will read it together at a certain time 
every day. Mother may read to you in- 
stead of you reading to her, if you find 
the reading hard. 


BuckKspPorRT, MAINE. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 




















Many of Dr. Pace’s cartoons, with appropriate messages, may be had in tract 
the Faithful Words Publishing Co., 2116'S. Jeerson ‘Ave, St Louis, Mo. 
(Sample package, 25 cents.) 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal for the Quarter.—To learn how 
Christ served while He was on earth, and 
how we may serve Him today. 











Curist-CEenTERED SERVICE 

(Outline for Quarter) 
Serving as Christ Served —The Only 
: Service Pleasing to Him. 


1. Prepared to Serve (Rom. 1:15a). 
2. Helping the Sick (Jas. 5:15). 
3. Answering Questioners (1 Pet. 3:15). 
4. Presenting God through Stories and Pic- 
tures (Mark 4:2). 
Serving with Christ’s Help. 
We Are Helpless Alone. 
5. Going to Christ for Help (Isa. 59:19). 
6. Sharing with Others (Mark 6:41). 
7. Christian Ideals and Practical Experi- 
ences (Jas. 1:22) 
8. Pioneering for Christ (Mark 10:44). 
Serving Because We Love Him— 
The Supreme Motive. 
9. Honoring Christ (Psa 66:2). 
10. Looking for Christ's Return (Phil. 3:20). 
11. Confessing or Denying Christ (Matt. 10: 
32, 33) 
12. Dying to Self (Rom. 6:6). 
13. Risen with Christ (Col. 3:1). 
Reapy TO SERVE 


O YOU want to get started in the 

service of the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Are you prepared to serve Him now? 
What type of service do you want to 
undertake? What has been your pre- 
vious training? What further training 
do you intend to take? Perhaps you 
would like to start doing something for 
Christ right away. Let us take coun- 
sel from Him. 

Christ was ready to start working for 
God as this lesson opens. How soon do 
you suppose the Child of Bethlehem 
grew to realize that He must become 
the Man of Calvary? These truths must 
have come to Him gradually as He de- 
veloped into maturity, until He was 
ready to announce His deity and show 
mankind His heavenly personality and 
motives. Even so, God’s Son did not 
step out of the carpenter’s shop into the 
ministry without a peculiar and definite 
commission from God. He took the same 
initial step of baptism that others of 
His day were taking when they were 
ready to begin a new life for the Lord. 

Have you faced God and received His 
orders for your lifework? Has His 
Spirit witnessed to your heart that you 
are in God’s best place for you? (Acts 
9:6.) 

You will notice the reference in the 
temptation scene to “beasts” and 
“angels.” Does this suggest to yeu the 
conflicts of life, and the conquering 
power of God and His ministering 
spirits? (2 Kings 6:15-17.) The Lord 
Jesus was God’s “beloved,” but even He 
must face the world into which He came. 
He, too, must see it as it is with all its 
temptations and pitfalls. He must know 
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how easy it is for the voice of Satan to 
make one detour from a God-appointed 
purpose, ° 

Have you faced your own life situa- 
tion with its limitations, hindrances, and 
handicaps, and found victory in Jesus 
Christ? (2 Tim. 4:17, 18.) 

Though it is unthinkable that He could 
have done so, just suppose for a moment 
that Christ had made a different decision 
during His conflict in the wilderness! 
If He had, He would never have come 
forth “preaching , . . repent ye, and be- 
lieve the gospel.” He would have chosen 
the spectacular, worldly road to popu- 
larity and success, and avoided Calvary. 
How much we should thank Him that 
He was willing to give the “body of his 
flesh through death, to present you [and 
everybody] holy and unblameable ... 
in his sight” (Col, 1:22). Christ was 
not afraid to tell people the plain truths 
of God, though ft led to a cross. 

Have you faced people who need the 
Saviour, and told them of His love? 
(Rom. 1:15.) 

Christ needed helpers to whom He 
could reveal a vision of the world’s spir- 
itual condition, and who would be ready 
and willing to do their small parts in 
relieving it. Life’s difficulties can only 
be transformed as Christian people yield 
their bodies to the Lord and permit His 
Spirit to serve mankind through the 
channel of their lives. 

Further, Christ needed companions as 
we need friends. He, too, wanted the 
love and response of other human souls. 

Have you faced Christian friends who 
know how to encourage you in the faith, 
and have you done your part to help 
them to keep looking unto Him? (3 John 


8.) 


During these war days we are under- 
taking many new services. Should we 
not be just as careful to center each small 
task in the will of God, just as we do 
our larger undertakings? Every day we 
should remember: 

1. To make contact with God, and re- 
ceive appointment for new service. 

2. To overcome new trials and tempta- 
tions triumphantly. 

3. To speak out our convictions. 

4. To select friends with Christian pur- 
poses. 


AvpaucH, CALIF. 
w 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1033) 

1. As the Servant+Son, who came to earth 
to do the will of God. 

2. He was living a busy, neighborly, right- 
eous life in His parents’ home in Nazareth 
(Luke 2:51; Mark 1:9; 6:3). 

3. Christ was commencing the work that 
would lead Him to Calvary, and God was 
introducing Christ to the people as the One 
who, alone, was able to atone for sins. 

4. The age of grace had begun, and it was 
time for sinners to “repent” and “believe” 
(Mark 1:15; Acts 3:19). 

5. In His baptism He identified Himself 
with the repentant group in Israel, and 
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pledged Himself to fulfill all righteousness 
on their behalf (Matt. 3:15). 


6. Repentance means literally a change of 
mind. It involves a complete change of 
attitude toward God, toward oneself, and 
toward sin. 


7. His temptation demonstrated the per- 
fection of His nature. Also see Hebrews 
2:18. 

8. Yes, because the Lord Jesus com- 
manded them to follow Him. 

9. During His earthly life He voluntarily 
limited Himself to an earthly body, and, 
therefore, needed helpers to go where’ He 
could not be. Now, during His absence in 
Glory, He needs to work through us as 
we yield to Him. 


10. By following Christ in self-abnegation 
and in tender concern for the lost. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
it is good that we may call Thee “Father,” 
and that in Tny Son, the Lord Jesus, we find 
Thy power and Thy love exemplified and 
given forth for the blessing of man. We pray 
that we may learn in this quarter’s lessons 
some of the deep lessons of the life of Christ, 
and as we see Him at work among the men 
of His own time, may we also realize that 
He is most powerfully at work among men 
of His own choosing in our day. We pray 
with confidence for His empowerment in the 
work that He gives us to do, and that He 
may receive us as those who would serve Him 
in very truth. We pray that He may help us 
to be sensitive to the conditions under which 
we live today, arousing us from any weight 
of discouragement and from any doubt con- 
cerning His ability and willingness to lead 
us in paths where His name may be honored. 
Help us, we pray Thee, to learn what love 
means as we see its outworkings in the lives 
of those around us. May we know what true 
repentance means, and with grateful hearts 
may we turn to Thee as the One who alone 
can restore us to a walk with Thyself. We 
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson—What is the Golden 
Text of today’s lesson? Yes, “Repent ye, 
and believe the gospel.” You see, we 
have two duties named there, — the first 
one is to turn away from sin in our 





TO KNOW GOD'S POWER 


EPENT FROM & 
CEIVE HIS N 














lives, and the second one is to believe 
the good news that there is a salvation 
for us. These were two great directions 
at the very beginning of the work that 
the Lord Jesus Christ came to do for 
us all. To repent means to turn back 
from any sinful way that we have; and 
to believe the good news is to receive 
the greatest gift that we have in Christ 
for man. There is nothing that He wants 
us to do that would be in any way con- 
trary to the good news of the Gospel. 
It is not as though we are directed to 
repent and that there would be nothing 
to which we might turn when we do re- 
pent. We are to turn to the greatest 
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blessing that life can hold, and it is of- 
fered even to folks like ourselves, who 
do so little for Christ, and yet who are 
offered everything by Him that could 
possibly be of everlasting value to us. 
As we begin these studies in the Go8pel 
according to Mark, let us remember that 
we are entering upon an account of 


power and of love in these lessons that 


will be unfolded before us. Don’t you 
feel that you and I have much to learn 
about God’s power and the love of 
Christ? Are you really a servant of 
Christ doing all you can to carry for- 
ward His name in this very needy world? 
Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


a 


Little Jetts Teach the Lewes 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Bible” 











Jésus BEGINS Mis PyiNdsTRY 

















When a mercy comes in the form of af- 
fliction, we often need time and grace to 
call it a mercy: happy they who need 
not time to do so.—Robert C. Chapman. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “Sledge hammer.” 
Discussion: How the study of the Word 
of God, particularly the life of our Lord, 
is the best tonic for any Christian who 
wants to make a record of faith and 
steadfastness in this period of the world’s 
confusion and uncertainty. 

Objective: Proverbs 3:6. 











AY, fellows, on this first Sunday of 

the year 1944, we are launching upon 
a cruise through the Gospel according 
to Mark. At this writing (in Septem- 
ber, *43), the year 1944 promises to be 
one of the most eventful periods in the 
world’s history. It will be crowded full 
and packed tight with action along many 
fronts. You and I are in it whether we 
like it or not. One thing is sure: if 
we do not want to be washed up on the 
beach by the surging tide, like a help- 
less clam, we must be on the alert, keen 
for the wisest counsel we can get, and 
braced for making real progress in what- 
ever part of the picture we find our- 
selves, 

It is a happy circumstance that we are 
to study Mark’s record of the life of 
Jesus Christ in these first three months 
of 1944. I do not know any other part 
of the. Bible better suited to these hectic 
times. Mark’s style steps forward in 
almost military precision, marshaling 
events in rapid succession. If you really 
want to get the blessing of a good grasp 
on the story to begin with, I suggest 
that you take the time to sit down 
quietly and read the sixteen chapters 
of this the briefest of the Gospel records. 
Certainly your teacher will do it. You 
can read it in an hour and a half, not 
too hastily. It will give you an illumi- 
nating first impression that cannot be 
gotten any other way, making your study 
in detail to follow very much more en- 
joyable and profitable. 

I like to think of the Gospel according 
to Mark as a sledge hammer. The name 
Mark, you know, comes from the Latin 
Marcus, which means “a large hammer.” 
He details the mighty works of Jesus 
Christ in sledge-hammer style, blow 
upon blow. Bible scholars, making com- 
parisons, name the key word for Mark’s 
Gospel as “Jesus Christ the Servant.” 
Matthew’s key word is “Jesus Christ the 
King,” Luke’s is “Jesus Christ the Man,” 
while John’s is “Jesus Christ the Word 
of God.” Mark mainly shows the Serv- 
ant working — incessantly working. He 
skips over the birth and childhood of 
Christ, and launches right into the rec- 
ord of the great Servant as He begins 
His work on the banks of the Jordan 
where He was baptized by John and in- 
ducted by the Holy Spirit into the holy 
task for which He came to earth from 
Heaven. Mark starts Him out as a full- 
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grown man, going about His work as a 
servant should, with diligence, faithful- 
ness, humility, and quietness; busy, but 
never too busy to be interrupted. Notice 
the repeated occurrence of the words, 
“straightway,” “immediately,” “forth- 
with,” expressing the constant activity 
of the great Servant, and notice, too, 
that eleven chapters commence with the 
little word “and,” suggesting continuous 
movement and toil. Steadfastly forward 
the ideal Servant moves, impelled by the 
Holy Spirit, zealous for the glory of God, 
and longing in love and grace to bless 
needy man; and when the narrative stops 
it leaves Him still at work. See Mark 
16: 20. 


And you can work right alongside Him 
now, if you will, during these revolu- 
tionary days of the world’s reconstruc- 
tion— during these times which, of all 
times, seem to have the hallmark of prep- 
aration for His coming again in the 
body — not as a servant, but as the King 
of kings to claim His own. 


Avon Park, FLA. 
ye 


“Peace, Perfect Peace, with 
Loved Ones Far Away?” 
(Continued from page 1028) 


Our bodies must rise, else Christ would 
be defeated by sin and Satan, for He 
must be Victor over all the curse and 
its effect (1 Cor. 15:25, 26, 19-22). 

Especially comforting is this truth to 
those whose loved ong¢’s body cannot be 
brought back from the foreign battle- 
field or has been lost at sea. How ade- 
quate is our Christ! 

Finally, if our loved one, who goes 
from our home, is a Christian: 

5. We know. if death should o’ertake 
him (or us), the Christian family is in- 
destructible ! 

Hear the Word of the Lord: 

But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. 

For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with him. 

For this we say unto you by the word 

of the Lord, that we which are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lore shall 
not prevent [precede] them which are 
asleep. 
For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

Then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words (1 Thess. 4:13-18). 

Note those words: “caught up to- 
gether,” “so shall we ever be with the 
Lord”! When the members of our fam- 
ily circle are believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as personal Saviour, we. shall 
never part permanently. All our part- 
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ings are temporary. Just as when that 
boy went away for a while to serve his 
country, so God may call him, or one 
of us, home to Heaven before he returns 
home to America. It may be Mother, 
or Dad, or Sister, or Brother. But it 
is only temporary, for when the Lord 
comes we shall be caught up as a family. 
Those who have “fallen asleep” in Jesus, 
and whose bodies have been sown in 
the ground, as seed for a harvest, will 
suddenly be given a new body from the 
dust, and any of us who are still alive 
when the Lord comes will be translated 
without death. 

Many of God’s dear children miss a 
blessed point here. It does not say the 
resurrected one goes up to meet Christ 
in the air first. It says he shall “be 
raised” first, that is, brought out of the 
grave in a new body. For when we 
living ones are “changed,” we shall then 
be “caught up together . . . to meet the 
Lord in the air.” I cannot explain how 
all this can happen in a moment of time, 
but ‘isn’t it just like our blessed Lord 
to let us be reunited to one another as 
families down here first, see each other 
again, and then go together into His 
presence! What a glorious thought! 

No, the Christian family cannot be 
dissolved or destroyed! It lives on for- 
ever! It is indestructible! 

“Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words” ! 

“Thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ”! 

Attantic Crry, N. J. 

we 


Mark Writes of the Suffering 


Servant 
(Continued from second page) 


If you will keep in mind what we 
have seen in Isaiah, you will more read- 
ily understand what Mark has to say 
of Christ. He says in effect, “I want to 
tell you of Him, even as it is written in 
Isaiah the prophet.” 

Let us glance first at this man Mark 
who wrote of Christ as a “servant.” 
There is a well-founded tradition that 
he was a companion of Peter, and that 
what we have here is the Gospel that 
Peter preached and taught. But what 
is most interesting to us is what we 
know of John Mark from the New Tes- 
tament. There we learn that he himself 
Was a servant of the apostles. It is in 
this capacity that he first went with Paul 
and Barnabas. “They had also John 
as their attendant” (Acts 13:5, R.V.; 15: 
37). Remember also Paul’s last mention 
of this one: “Take Mark, and bring him 
with thee; for he is useful to me for 
ministering” (2 Tim. 4:11, R.V.). There 
is no doubt that it was as an attendant 
or servant that he followed Peter. How 
fitting that he should write the Gospel 
of Him who said: “For even the Son 


of man came not to be ministered unto, 
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but to minister, and to give his life a 
ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). 


Marx Omits Many THINGS 
or Wuicu Oruers TELL Us 


Arthur W. Pink says: “Just as the 
skill of a master artist is discovered in 
the objects which he leaves out of his 
picture (the amateur crowding in every- 
thing on the canvas for which he can 
find room), so the discerning eye at 
once detects the handiwork of the Holy 
Spirit in the various things which are 
included or omitted from the different 
parts of the Word.” So the very pur- 
pose of Mark is shown by the things 
he omits. Not a word is said about the 
origin of the One of whom he writes. 
We do not care to know of the gene- 
alogy of a servant, neither do we men- 
tion his birth or youth. Such matters 
are scarcely points of interest in telling 
of a servant. For the same reason no 
mention is made of the visit of the Wise 
Men. The sermon on the mount is not 
mentioned by Mark. It is the Manifesto 
of the King. Mark is presenting Christ 
as the perfect Workman of God, as such 
He has no kingdom. 

The omission of many of the divine 
titles from the second Gospel is most 
significant. In Mark He is spoken of as 
King six times, but only in derision. He 
is often spoken of as Son of David in 
Matthew and Luke, but only blind Bar- 
timzeus calls him that in Mark, 

Dr. Bullinger calls our attention to the 
fact that Christ is addressed as “Lord” 
in the other three Gospels 73 times. He 
is so addressed in the Gospel of Mark 
by others only twice. One of these times 
is by a Gentile woman (7:28). The other 
mention in 9:24 is omitted in the R.V. 
He is spoken of as “Lord” by the Holy 
Spirit.only twice, but that is after His 
ascension into Heaven (16:19, 20). Is 
not this enough to show that Mark’s chief 
purpose is to present Him as “servant”? 
Of course His deity is brought out in 
a passage like 12:35-37. 


THINGS PECULIAR TO MARK 


Remember that God had promised re- 
peatedly in the Old Testament to send 
into the world His suffering Servant, 
who would bring salvation to the lost. 
He would “restore the preserved of Is- 
rael: I will also give thee for a light 
to’ the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my 
salvation unto the end of the earth” (Isa. 
49:6). How well does Mark tell of this! 

All of the other Gospels have a long 
introduction before they get to the work 
of Christ. There are three chapters of 
introduction in both Matthew and Luke. 
Matters concerning His birth and child- 
hood are dealt with at length. John 
tells of His pre-existence and of His 
work of creation. Mark has almost no 
introduction. When we read his Gospel 
we watch a Servant plunge at once into 
His work. He needs no introduction. 

In regard to this work there is a pe- 
culiar statement made in 1:12 which none 
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of the others have: “The Spirit driveth 
him forth into the wilderness” (R.V.). 
The holy soul of this One recoiled from 
the temptation. Nevertheless He went 
forth as God’s Servant to the task. 

The noun “Gospel” occurs 12 times all 
together in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John. Eight times it is used in Mark 
alone. The Servant of Jehovah came to 
proclaim the good news of salvation 
from sin. 

Both Matthew and Mark tell us much 
of the crowds that constantly thronged 
Him, but only Mark (3:20) tells us that 
they did not give Him time to eat. Only 
he tells us that Christ worked so hard 
that His friends said He was beside Him- 
self (3:21). 

Mark’s ‘use of the Greek word eutheos, 
translated “forthwith,” “straightway,” 
“immediately,” is very significant. This 
word is used 37 times by Mark and only 
43 times by all the other 26 books of 
the New Testament. It is the word that 
describes the work of a servant as he 
goes from one task to another immedi- 
ately. 

Speaking of words, Mark’s use of the 
little conjunction “and” is very remark- 
able. There are 678 verses in his Gos- 
pel. Of these 462 begin with “and.” 
That is, a little more than 68 per cent 
of them begin that way. In describing 
the work of our Saviour he says, “He 
did this, and He did that, and He did 
that.” Indeed He was a busy Servant 
of Jehovah, 

Mark records very few parables but 
many miracles. Most of the parables he 
does record are parables of service. The 
only long discourse he records is that 
spoken from Olivet. That ends with an 
exhortation to service which none of the 
others have, though Matthew has an- 
other exhortation for servants of the 
Lord in the same connection. How often 
our service is with our lips and not with 
our hands! We are big talkers and lit- 
tle doers. Christ’s ministry recorded 
here is that of service. Only Mark tells 
us of His rising a great while before 
day for prayer in order that He might 
be strengthened for the duties that 
thronged Him. 

He came as the Servant cf Jehovah to 
lift mankind out of the mire of sin. In 
detail Mark tells us of how He suffered. 
to deliver us from the burden of sin.: 
Only Matthew ‘and Mark tell us of that’ 
awful cry from the cross, “My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” He 
was forsaken because He bore our sins.’ 

Now let us turn back to the marvel- 
ous description that Isaiah gives of Him 
as he begins, “Behold, my servant” (52: 
13). From this point on through the 
whole of the 53rd chapter Isaiah de- 
scribes for us the atonement. He was to, 
make for our sins. The cross divides 
the book of Isaiah as well as time. Up 
to this point Isaiah had spoken of “my 
servant.” From now on he speaks of 
“my servants.” That is, when Christ. 
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bears our sins away, we ourselves are 
made Jehovah’s servants. “For even 
hereunto were ye called: because Christ 
also suffered for us, leaving us an ex- 
ample, that ye should follow his steps” 
(1 Pet. 2:21). Should we not seek to 
live in service for the One who died 
for us? 

Isaiah tells us of the blessedness of 
this service. Turn to Isaiah 65:13ff, and 
see how he contrasts His servants with 
those who have rejected that of which 
he tells us in the 53rd chapter. “There- 
fore thus saith the Lord Jehovah, Be- 
hold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall 
be hungry; behold, my servants shall 
drink, but ye shall be thirsty; behold, 
my servants shall rejoice, but ye shall 
be put to shame; behold, my. servants 
shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall 
ery for sorrow of heart, and shall wail 
for vexation of spirit. And ye shall 
leave your name for a curse unto my 
chosen; and the Lord Jehovah will slay 
thee; and he will call his servants by 
another name.” To see the blessedness 
of this service I turn to the New Tes- 
tament and read: “No longer do I call 
you servants; for the servant knoweth 
what his lord doeth; but I have called 
you friends; for all things that I heard 
from my Father I have made known 
unto you” (John 15:15, R.V.). Jehovah’s 
suffering Servant is no longer the meek 
and lowly One, and He desires to carry 
His servants to a higher point of joy and 
usefulness. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 9. 
4; 46:10. 


Il. “Be Still and Know.” Psa, 4: 
Sunday, January 2 


I. Prayer in These Times 
(Matt. 9:27-29; 18:19, 20) 





-Men.—Persevering prayer — Jacob 
32:24-29). 
Tues.—Presence promised (1 Kings 9:3). 
Wed.—Pray for peace (Psa, 122:6-8). 
Thurs.—Importunity illustrated (Luke 11: 
5-10). 
“ Fri.—Prayer for Peter (Acts 12:5-7). 
Sat.—Available Advocate (Rom. 8:26, 27). 


(Gen, 
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HILE the methods and the manner 

of prayer as set forth in God’s Word 
do not change, nevertheless the cir- 
cumstances in which we find ourselves 
from time to time do call for a deeper 
understanding of prayer and a more 
wholehearted consecration to it. Per- 
haps it will be helpful for us to consider 
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in connection with this week’s topic, 
“Prayer in These Times,” some of the 
reasons why prevailing and persevering 
prayer is especially needed during these 
war days, 


se 


The seriousness of the situation urges it. 
Thousands of our young men and young 
women are separated from their homes 
and loved ones. Their plans for education, 
training, and future life work have been 
interrupted indefinitely. They have been 
placed in places of unusual temptation. 
Many of them are in extreme physical 
peril. Many are lonely. Many are be- 
wildered by the stream of events that 
have swept them into strange paths and 
unwelcomed tasks. Aside from any of 
the benefits that may come to them in 
the experiences through which they are 
passing, they need our earnest prayers 
that they may be kept strong and true 
during these trying days. 

Our country has poured into this con- 
flict an enormous expenditure of money 
and effort. Our own leaders do not see 
the way out and frequently admit the 
uncertainties of the future. Our coun- 
try needs our prayers for guidance and 
direction, not only for the conduct of 
the war but for the establishment of 
the peace and the return to normalcy 
so that the very things we have been 
fighting for may not be lost when the 
peace comes. 


se 


The strength of our foes requires it. 
If we have not learned by this time that 
we have powerful enemies, it is time 
we realize it without discounting and 
belittling those with whom we are locked 
in this great conflict. Our foes are ruth- 
less and they are desperate. 
ure will be too terrible for them to use. 
They are crafty and resourceful, and our 
men who have been on the far-flung 
fronts have learned this through bitter 
and terrible experiences. Japan, par- 
ticularly, is a fanatical foe. She has 
taught her soldiers that their greatest 
assurance of a future state of blessed- 
ness is to die for the emperor who is 
their god, and our boys have learned 
all too well that no trick is too low for 
the Nipponese to use and that they must 
be literally exterminated rather than 
conquered. 


se 


The spiritual forces behind our foes 
necessitate it. Those of us who believe 
God’s Word see that which is not ap- 
parent to others, namely, that behind the 
physical forces arrayed against us are 
the demon forces that are arrayed 
against the Lord Jesus and all that He 
stands for. They would wreck the polit- 
ical systems of this world rather than 
see them come under His sway. Great 
as are the armies of men, guns, tanks, 
airplanes, and warships deployed in this 
struggle, infinitely greater are the spir- 
itual forces. Paul reminds us that we 





No meas- . 
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What is the 
Secret of Attention? 


The very same methods that apply 
to the pulpit apply to your work 
with the Sunday school class. 

Real interest on the part of the 
listeners is the secret for pulpit or 
class. 


How can you get it? How can you 
keep it? 

Let Curistran Youtn help you: 
will do this in several ways. For 
example, by suggesting attractive 
questions on the lessons which you 
can ask in the class. This and other 
features of the paper we do ‘believe ‘} 
can be most helpful to the class and 
to you, its teacher, in holding their 
attention. 


Will you try it? A few weeks’ test 
will show you whether the paper 
really interests the class. 

One or more copies to individual 
addresses, $1 each per year: five or * 
more copies in a package to only 
one address, 68 cents each per year. 


It 
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The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


You may send me copies 
of Christian Youth for my class or 
school for the period indicated, and for 
which I enclose the amount shown: 


For eight weeks, at 10 cents a 
pupil 


For thirteen weeks (one quar- 
ter), at 17 cents a pupil oa 
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GOD REVEALS IT, 
SATAN KNOWS IT, 


HITLER DOES IT! 
WHERE DO YOU STAND? 


E mean God’s irrevocable in- 
structions with regard to world 
missions—“To the Jew First.” The 
devil believes this, brother, and, to- 
ape with Hitler, practices it! For 
as not the Jew been always first in 
every explosion of world hate? Is it 
not upon the Jew that the devil has 
ever concentrated his fiercest fires? 
When the Pharaohs sought slave 
labor for the rearing of their pyra- 
mids, ‘‘To the Jew First”? was the 
passion which possessed their 
wicked souls. ‘*To the Jew First’? 
likewise possessed the soul and body 
of such an archfiend as Haman, 


Callous indeed must he be who in 
the face of an Israel going through 
such hellish agony as she has never 
known in all her long dark years of 
torture will still deny the Gospel 
i| ministry “To the Jew First’! If 
the world has put the Jew first in 
its scheme of hate and destruction, 
then in the name of all ay vo 
where should the church put the Jew 
in her scheme of love and Gospel 
ministry? Ever eternally fixed, 
whether you accept it or not, dear 
reader, stands God’s order, ‘‘To the 
Jew First.” 


We are astride the world, at grips 
with the most gigantic tasks that 
ever a Jewish Mission Society faced. 
If ever the Macedonian cry needed 
to be shouted out, itisnow. In our 
own country, across the seven seas, 
in the lands of Nazi oppression, in 
the land of Arab hate, almost 
wherever the sun shines, this mis- 
sion of yours is trumpeting the call 
to the last remnant of Israel for the 
final shout which we all await with 
bated breath. 


Your fellowship in this God-given 
task pre rich beyond compare. 
“THE CHOSEN PEOPLE,” lov- 
ed by Bible students for its helpful 
information on Prophecy and the 
Jews, is sent to contributors. 


MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU? 
Dear Friends: 


Here is my offering “To the Jew First.” May 
the Lord bless this gift for Israel’s salvation. 
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“wrestle not against flesh and blood, ‘but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in 
high places” (Eph. 6:12). The remedy 
Paul prescribes is the whole armor of 
Christ coupled with prayer, “praying 
always with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto 
with all perseverance and supplication 
for all saints” (Eph. 6:18). 


The spiritual poverty of our own peo- 
ple demands it. How often we have 
read during this war that our boys have 
had to learn to pray the hard way, — 
in foxholes, or on rubber rafts, when 
hope seemed gone and all other sources 
of help were closed. Is it not a tragedy 
that as many of our boys have gone 
forth to fight our battles that there has 
not been a preparedness born of Chris- 
tian homes, God-fearing parents, strong 
spiritual background, and a trust in God 
to buoy them up and strengthen them 
for the tasks ahead? Is it not a tragedy 
that behind them at home there has not 
been a great national volume of prayer 
going up to God that they might be sur- 
rounded and protected and kept? 


Our people long for victory, all too 
often, merely that the inconveniences of 
wartimes may be brought to anend. They 
want the war to cease, but often it is a 
desire that families be reunited and loved 
ones returned rather than any earnest 
desire that God’s purposes might be ac- 
complished or that needed lessons, per- 
sonal and national, be learned speedily. 


If America as a nation should go to her ° 


knees and confess her sin, individual 
and national, and pray that God’s pur- 
poses in this war might be speedily 
accomplished, the: war would end more 
quickly than we dare hope. 


se 


The inexhaustible resources of our 
God encourages it. Over and over in 
the Bible we learn of the way in which 
God has brought about victory for those 
nations that were willing to serve Him 
and acknowledge Him. Overwhelming 
odds make no difference. The strength 
of the foe means nothing when God 
fights on our side (Psas. 91;'124). He 
has committed Himself and His Word 
to be unalterably upon the side of right 
and against wrong (Psa. 34:15, 16). We 
believe our cause is just. Have we told 
God so, and claimed His miracle-work- 
ing power because this is true? Or 
have we merely been hoping that God 
would do something about it? 

Let us as Christians begin this year 
with a new purpose, persevering to pray 
believingly and to pray prevailingly for 
our cause, for our land, for our young 
men and women, and for our loved ones 
so that God may have thousands of 
prayer channels through which to work 
His purposes and to bring to nought all 


December 18, 1943 


the power of the enemy, both in the con- 
quest of our physical foes and in a 
national revival of righteousness in the 
homeland. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





[ Children at Home 





Sammy Squirrel Sees the World 
By Helen Williams 


AMMY SQUIRREL looked out at The 

World through The Hole in the 
hedge. It was wonderful, sunny, green, 
and inviting. Of course, part of its 
beauty was due to Mama Squirrel tell- 
ing him never to go out there alone — 
just as if he couldn’t find The Hole in 
the hedge that led back home! 


Sammy looked back at The Maple Tree 
where Mama was busily digging around. 
Maybe she wouldn’t mind if he crawled 
through the hedge and just looked at 
The World from the other side. He 
wouldn’t go far, just through The Hole, 
and then, after he’d taken a long look 
at The World, he’d come right back. 
Mama Squirrel wouldn’t even know the 
difference ! 


Sammy slid closer to the hedge and, 
almost before he knew it, was through 
The Hole and outside. Why, The World 
was even bigger than he thought! It 
was an ocean of green grass, with trees 
bigger than The Maple, and some won- 
derful, tall, yellow flowers that looked 
like marching soldiers! 


Just a few jumps away, too, were some 
acorns like Mama buried for the winter, 
and he thought how proud and pleased 
she’d be if he brought them back to her. 
She’d know, then, that he wasn’t a baby 
squirrel any more, but really old enough 
to go out into The World by himself. 

Sammy ventured a step away. His 
little heart pounded in his breast, and 
he turned around again, but The Hole 
was still there. So he felt very brave, 
and leaped over the grass to where the 
acorns lay scattered on the ground. Why, 
there were hundreds of them — maybe 
millions, he bragged to himself! He 


‘picked one up and was about to carry 


it away in his mouth as he’d seen Mama 
Squirrel do, when he looked up sud- 
denly and saw The Monster crouching 
ahead of him. 

It was just a few steps away and mak- 
ing loud noises in’ its throat, while it 
moved its head from side to side. Sammy 
knew right away it was one of The Mon- 
sters Mama Squirrel had told him were 
the pets of the big animals called Peo- 
ple who lived in the big house on the 
other side of the hedge. He wanted to 
turn and run, but couldn’t move. The 
Monster took a leap toward him .and 
crouched low again, big ears flapping, 
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- she cried. 
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and a grow] in its throat sounding louder 
and louder. 

Sammy dropped the acorn and scam- 
pered across the grass toward The Hole, 
but when he got there, The Hole was 
gone! Yes, really gone, because he 
hadn’t paid attention to the way he ran 
and had jumped in the wrong direction. 
With more time he could have dug under 
the hedge or squeezed through it, but 
The Monster was coming after him, and 
Sammy had no time to dig his way back 
to The Maple Tree! 

He pawed the earth, ran everywhere, 
but no matter where he went, The Mon- 
ster came after him. Sometimes he was 
so close, Sammy was afraid of being 
gobbled up, but he always managed to 
get away. Sammy’s little heart was al- 
most bursting, and he knew that pretty 
soon The Monster would catch up with 
him. And after that he’d never see the 
friendly old Maple Tree, or Mama and 
Papa Squirrel again! They’d wonder 
what had become of him and Mama 
Squirrel would tell all the other little 
squirrels Sammy had been carried away 
by The Monster because he had been 
disobedient and gone out into The World 
against her orders. 

The Monster reached out for him with 
a big, furry paw, and then, suddenly, 
Sammy heard Mama Squirrel’s voice 
calling him. 

“Sammy Squirrel !' Sammy Squirrel !” 
“Here I am, by The Hole, run 
quickly !” 

Sammy followed the sound of Mama’s 
voice, but The Monster was still running 
after him. There was The Hole in the 
hedge, just as if it had always been there 
right in front of him! Mama Squirrel 
was there, too, jumping up and down as 
she called to him, and Sammy dragged 
himself through The Hole just as The 
Monster reached it behind him. 

There on the other side was the 
friendly old Maple Tree and Mama 
Squirrel running toward it. 

“Climb the tree, Sammy,” she called 
back to him. ’ 

Sammy could hardly drag himself over 
there, but he managed to reach The 
Maple. Tree, and once he touched the 
welcome bark, he wasn’t afraid. any 
more—at least not very much afraid, 
for this was Home, and he knew how 
to climb the tree behind Mama Squirrel. 

High up on the branches, he looked 
down at The Monster trying to get to 
him. But the hedge was too high for 
The Monster to climb, and The Hole too 
small for it to crawl through, so Sammy 
was safe. Mama Squirrel was chatter- 
ing at him, scolding him, now that the 
danger was past, but somehow Sammy 
didn’t mind. It was nice and cozy up 
in The Maple Tree, and he didn’t even 
care to go out into The World again. At 
least not until he knew more about it, 
and how to find his way back Home 
again ! 

MILWAUKEE. 
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Teacher Training Questions 


By Clarence H. Benson 


Executive Secretary of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 





Mr. Benson answers questions having to 
do with the whole field of teacher train- 
ing. Please keep your questions as brief 
as possible, and limit them to your actual 
experiences and problems, addressing them 
te the Rev. Clarence H. Benson at 800 
N. Clark St., Chicago, Ill. (Books men- 
tioned in this department may be ordered 
from the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring 
Garden St., Philadelphia.) 


How early would you commence a teacher 
training class with an adolescent group?— 
R. M. 


HE material of the Preliminary 

Course of the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association has been prepared 
for high school graduates or those who 
have had equivalent prerequisites; but not 
infrequently Juniors and Seniors in the 
secondary school have shown their abil- 
ity not only to comprehend the instruc- 
tion but to secure grades equal and even 
superior to older students. 


oe 


What can be done with a teen-age boy who 
never attended Sunday school during his 
childhood years?—V. E. C. 


HIS is orie of the greatest problems 

of the Sunday school. We would not 
admit a pupil to high school until he 
had completed the instruction of the 
grade school. Nevertheless no superin- 
tendent would start an adolescent in the 
Beginners Department. He will be put 
in a class of boys his own age. How- 
ever, he will require some private tutor- 
ing from the teacher to overcome the 
handicap. He will benefit if the class is 
small, or better yet, is composed of sev- 
eral others whose early training has been 
neglected. Regardless of what is done 
he will be at a disadvantage, so we urge 
a new emphasis upon the Cradle Roll 
so that children can be recruited for the 
Sunday school in their early years and 
start at the very beginning. No amount 
of instruction in adolescent years can 
ever take the place of the impressions 
of childhood. The child mind is wax 
to receive and granite to retain, and it 
is most important that he receive the 
impressions of religious truth at this 
time. . 


When are the pupils’ workbooks to be cor- 
rected — during the lesson?—C. O. L. 


HE pupil’s workbook is the most 

important contribution to the class 
period, and much will be made of it if 
lessons are to be prepared at home. Even 
when there has been no preparation by 
the pupil it is doubtful if the time in 
class can be better spent than to have 
this work completed there under the 
supervision of the teacher. Workbooks 
will have to be corrected in class if the 
pupil is to have them for the preparation 


* (17) 1041 














Calendar for 
1944 


A truly unique calendar, made ex- 
clusively for The Sunday School 
Times. Twelve sheets (9 x 16 inches) 
printed in rich sepia tone on India 
tinted paper. 


Features 


Twelve Palestine pictures from the 
remarkable collection of Frances 
Jenkins Olcott, whose photographs 
and writings are well known to Sun- 
day School Times readers. 

Scripture memory verse for each 
day in the year. 

The titles and references for the In- 
ternational Uniform lessons are given 
for each Sunday in the year. 


It makes an ideal moderate priced gift, 

and the quantity prices offer a real oppor- 

tunity to earn extra income by the sale of 

these among your friends and fellow 
workers. 
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325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 6, Pa. 


I am enclosing $ » for which please 


send me copies of The Sunday School 
Times Calendar for 1944. 


























4042 (18) * 


of the next lesson. However, competent 
persons, apart from the teacher, have 
been found for this service where the 
Preliminary Training Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Associa- 
tion is taught during the Sunday school 
hour. The young people who have com- 
pleted their training spend one year in 
observation and practice-teaching in the 
department in which they wish to spe- 





20 LESSONS IN LEVITICUS 


M. Smith, teacher in the Pentateuch in Vnion 
Bible Seminary, is beginning a new course of 20 lessons in 
Leviticus, the book that abounds in types of Christ crucified. He 
will study Christ as revealed in the five great offerings and show the 
application of these wo the sinner and believer. He will view 
the seven great feasts and their dispensational significance. He- 
brews, too, will become a richer book in this study. Send $1 and 
get these 20 lessons in The Gospel Minister, edited by Mr. Smith. 

(Foreign $1.50) 
Union Bible Seminary, Dept. 520%, Westfield, Ind. 


Through the Bible Study 


By Dr. Harlin J. Roper, Pastor 
Scofield Memorial bh 








“I know of no Sunday school course F% 
that can equal it because it slights no 
part of God’s Word. It is truly compre- — 
hensive.” — Dr..Carl Armerding F 
Samples—15c each; 4 grades 50c. nt 
Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Das, Texas 


Hundreds of Suntes School Teachers say 
“There is no substitute for the . 
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cialize. All of these prospective teachers 
prepare the lesson for the day, and those 
who are not called upon to substitute 
for absent instructors can correct the 
workbooks during the class period. 





How often would you give a class a review 
of lessons previously given?—G. T. M, 


N COMPARISON with public school 

scholars Sunday school pupils are at 
a distinct disadvantage because of the 
long interval between lessons. For this 
reason a weekly review is of more value 
than a quarterly survey. The chief aid 
of the latter is a recapitulation to cor- 
relate instruction and then only when 
there is a close sequence of topics. On 
the other hand, a weekly review of the 
last lesson not only estabiishes and con- 
firms instruction, but lays the all-impor- 
tant foundation for the imparting of new 
information. 





Are you in favor of the Bible being taught 
in the public schools as they are being con- 
ducted: today?—H. E. G. 

PACE will prohibit all that would 

have to be said in reply to this 
question. However, in the conclusion of 
my new book, “A Popular History of 
Christian Education,” the problem has 
been discussed at length, as well as the 
best plan to be followed under present 
conditions, 
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by her granddaughter, Emma 
Moody Powell. Only biography of 
the life associate of D. L. Moody, 
evangelist and founder of schools. 
Reveals Mrs. Moody’s share in 
the destiny of her era. The au- 
thor had access to diaries, let- 
ters, intimate family records and 
photographs never before used. 
343 pp. $2.00 








Threshold of Heaven. By Martha Snell 
Nicholson. (Published by the author, 
1406 Lagoon Ave., Wilmington, Calif. 
$1.) From the crucible of suffering, 
watched over by the Master Himself, 
have come these bright and shining 
words, purified of dross and sent forth 
to bear much comfort to others. Mrs. 
Nicholson looks over the threshold into 
Heaven with much less reluctance than 
some (even Christians) who revel in 
abundant health, for she has been an 
invalid for years. Affliction has clarified 
her vision, and she has learned indeed 
to set her affection on things above. The 
first poem, from which the title is taken, 
likens a believer’s entrance into Heaven 
to the rapture and eagerness we knew 
“at Christmas time when we were 
small.” There are many others that 
lift the heart toward Heaven. Then 
there are lovely word pictures from 
nature, lessons in verse from Scripture 
passages, and occasional prose, as 
“Christmas Meditation,” “Foretaste,” 
“The Brightening Path of Pain,” and a 
striking soliloquy on “Ether,” -which 
everyone who has taken that anesthetic 
will understand. Many of these poems 
appeared in THE Sunpay ScHoot Tres 
and other Christian journals. Bound in 
imitation blue suede, this little volume 
is just the right gift for the invalid, the 
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shut-in, and the aged, and is rich with 
lessons for every believer. 


Philippians in the Greek New Testa- 
ment for the English Reader. By Ken- 
neth S. Wuest. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) 
Every Bible student is constantly seek- 
ing to get back to the literal meaning of 
the writers of the Word. ‘Those who 
know the original languages have in 
their libraries ponderous tomes which 
they use in their search for this mean- 
ing. To the ordinary reader and, if the 
truth were known, to many who have 
studied the original languages, these tech- 
nical books are a discouragement. The 
author of this volume, who is teacher of 
Greek at Moody Bible Institute, is doing 
much to overcome this discouragement. 
One reader of Prof. Wuest’s helpful vol- 
umes recently with glowing face told 
this reviewer of her find. The same 
discovery is in store for others who will 
get these little books. 

This is the fifth volume from the pen 
of this student who seeks to open up the 
wonders of the Greek New Testament. 
It differs from his other works in that 
it is an exposition of a whole Letter of 
the New Testament. It also includes a 
free translation of the whole Letter to 
the Philippians. One will close the vol- 
ume with a greater love for this gem of 
the writings of Paul. It is to be hoped 
that Prof. Wuest will undertake the ex- 
position of other whole books of the New 
Testament. 


Another Year’s Talks to Children. By 
Edgar Primrose Dickie. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York City, $1.50.) The 
popularity of his earlier work has cre- 
ated a demand for this second book. 
There are fifty-two brief chapters of 
story sermons for children, each packed 
with incident and action and simple 
Bible exposition. For each there is a 
title and a text. The book will be use- 
ful in the church, home, or school, to 
be read aloud to children and young 
people, or as a source of stories and 
illustrations for the minister and Sun- 
day school teacher, the worker in chil- 
dren’s church, Bible club, or young peo- 
ple’s group. It also makes enjoyable 
reading for the adult in a leisure hour, 


When Jefferson Was Young. By Mabel 
Ansley Murphy. (Albert Whitman and 
Co., Chicago, $2.) Here are word pic- 
tures of young Tom playing the Psalms 
on his violin; striking up a friendship 
with Patrick Henry because both were 
redheads; excited as any boy would be 
about troubles with the Indians; sitting 
up nights arguing the merits of demot- 
racy at college; taking a trip to New 
York,—that “green and shady little 
Dutch town” at the tip of Manhattan 
Island; gradually getting into the thriil 
and activity of those momentous  pre- 
revolution days. Such intimate and. 
often unfamiliar glimpses as these help 
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to make up the fascinating true story 
of the boy and young manhood of one 
of America’s greatest leaders. 


Social Welfare and Narcotics. By Lou 
Adna Sours. (Meador Publishing Co., 
Boston, $2.) Scientific facts that cannot 
be questioned, thoroughly authenticated 
historical data from the time of Daniel 
and Belshazzar to Pear] Harbor, first- 
hand testimony of leaders in political, 
social, athletic, and professional fields, 
up-to-date experiments by chemists, offi- 
cial government documents, and to cap 
it-all, quotations from God’s own Word, 
contribute to this convincing source 
book which shows the terrible dangers 
and evil effects of alcohol and other 
narcotics. The Battle of Hastings was a 
turning point in the world’s history. 
The Normans spent the night in fasting 
and prayer, and won a great victory; 
the Anglo-Saxons drank and caroused all 
night, and lost their country. “Alexan- 
der the Great, sober, conquered the 
world; drunk, he lost it in one night.” 
George Washington and a handful of 
Colonial troops won the battle at Tren- 
ton because the Hessians “celebrated 
Christmas with brandy and then over- 
slept!” Waterloo, the Battle of the 
Marne, and many other decisive battles 
have told the story over and over again 
—strong drink means defeat! The book 
includes similarly thoughtful presenta- 
tions of the harm wrought by cigarettes 
and tobacco, and the awful physical and 
moral wreckage that has come from the 
use of various drugs and narcotics. There 
is included a very practical month-by- 
month study providing historical mate- 
rial, topics, and discussions on these im- 
portant matters, for use by schools and 
other organizations. 


Successful Church Publicity. By Carl 
F. H. Henry, Th.D. (Zondervan Publish- 
ing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $2.) 
“The Bible itself is religious publicity. 
. .. The Gospels contain the most dra- 
matic news stories ever to be written.” 
We have the Best News in all the world 
—and it’s up to us to spread that Good 
News to the whole earth in every pos- 
sible way, and in the best way possible. 
That means preaching, teaching, personal 
testimony —in life, by word of mouth, 
and on the printed page,—and that 
means church publicity, too! But so 
much of all of this is so poorly done 
that the world, and the newspapers, are 
simply not impressed and pass us by. 
The present volume is a much-needed 
“Guidebook for Christian Publicists,” 
written by one who is an earnest Chris- 
tian and a seasoned journalist. Dr. Henry 
has edited his own country newspapers, 
he has been a reporter for large metro- 
politan dailies, he has been professor of 
journalism and of Bible at Wheaton Col- 
lege, and is now associate professor of 
philosophy and instructor in religious 
journalism at Northern Baptist Theolog- 
ical Seminary in Chicago, so he speaks 
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from experience and with authority. 

After giving the Biblical precedent for 
religious journalism, with examples from 
both the Old and New Testaments, he 
provides a comprehensive résumé of 
church publicity in the United States, 
gives reasons why American churches 
and other Christian enterprises have so 
often been unsuccessful in getting their 
story across in the newspapers, shows 
how to organize the local church most 
effectively for publicity, and then gives 
the technique—the how-to-do-it and 
how-to-get-your-story-in — of church 
news and advertising, with a further ac- 
count of the many channels beside the 
newspapers that the church may effec- 
tively use to spread its message to the 
masses. He shows pastors the various 
factors that help make a story “news” and 
demonstrates how to present them most 
attractively.. Then he gives a needed 
caution, — all this is only a means to an 
end: “the preacher whose objective is 
the front page rather than the sinner’s 
heart is a sensationalist, not a spiritual 
messenger.” 


Flaming Fagots. By Rosalee Mills Ap- 
pleby. (Broadman Press, Nashville, 
Tenn., $1.75.) Mrs. Appleby, missionary 
of the Southern Baptists to Brazil, has 
known the rich experience of being her- 
self a flaming fagot to “hold high a 
Name.” She is artist as well as mission- 
ary. These sixteen lovely essays, glow- 
ing with the natural beauties of this 
land of her adoption are yet rendered 
vitally real by the many anecdotes about 
the miracles of grace which the author 
herself has witnessed. One thrills, now 
to the breath-taking beauty of Victoria 
Regia floating on a Brazilian river, now 
to a scarlet tanager over a field of blue- 
bonnets in the author’s native state, now 
to the spiritual glory of some humble 
life that has been touched by the divine. 

If anyone questions the transforming 
power of the naked Word illumined only 
by the Holy Spirit, such an one should 
read her chapter, “A White Taper for 
Winter Nights.” The book is dedicated 
to a group of young friends of the author. 
It should prove a challenge to conse- 
crated youth anywhere to become them- 
selves “fagots aflame in a sin-darkened 
world.” 
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P\/ FICTION ? 


WEAT are your children being taught 
in Sunday School? 

The “Full Gospel” series of Sunday 
School lessons are loyal to the Word of 
God. With them every Sunday School 
becomes a Bible School. Quarterlies and 
Papers —Adults—Young People—Seniors 
—Intermediates—Juniorse—Primary—Be- 
ginners—The Manual of Visual Teaching 
for your Flannelboard. 

Scriptural, spiritual expositions of the 
International Sunday School Lessons, 
adapted to all age groups. 

Only 10 cents for complete samples 
of sound Sunday school papers and 


quarterlies. Free: Catalog of Sunday 
School and Church supplies. 





CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, IN 
1517 N. Third Street Harrisburg, 























Sacrnea FACT 
FOR SOPRANOS AND ALTOS 


While the men are at war, 
more women will do the 
singing. This new book con- 
tains musical arrangements 
that are well within the 
range of the average group 
of women's voices. 48 pages, 
octavo size, printed on 
good clear paper from 
large plates, bound in fine 
cardboard binding. Price 
only 60ceach. Order today. 


THE RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK Co. } 
107 Ninth Street, Winona Lake, indiana 











Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


Mutual Netwerk and 

ent Stations. Consult log 
of local newspapers for stations 
and times, 


CHARLES £. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Les Angeles, Calif. 











Colectul Now War Trast—100 at 75e, 500 af $2.25, 1000 at $4.00 
Here is a story of amazing climax. A life Perel wine 6 Bes stopped 
bullet, and used to win a whole company! Get similar thrilling Seat 


every month through Tract-of-the-Month Club. Popular 
“Battle of Savo Sound”, “Pilot Be ‘* ey lene 


Alone”, “Extra Rations”, etc. 


over Berlin”, ‘‘When Hitler Meets God 
Samples and list FREE, Write TODAY! 


TRACT-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB, 322 W. Washington Street, Chicago 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

eon the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 27 to January 2 
Mon.—Mark 1:1-8, 
The Beginning of the Gospel. 
Prayer Succestions: “The beginning 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ.” Like 
everything else the Gospel had a begin- 
ning. He who “was from the beginning” 








WANTED—A MAN 
With training and experience 


TO WORK AMONG JEWS 


To live at headquarters, conduct _ 
meetings and do visitation work 
in Philadelphia. Write room 658: 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 North 13th Street Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Post-War Christian 


Activities Conference 
One altogether different in 


Subject Matter—Purpose! 
Wednesday, December 29, 1943, 
through Sunday, January 2, 1944 


— 


Study groups and forums morning and after- 
noon. Evening addresses by prominent 
Christian leaders .. . learn of the world- 
shaking, world-changing developments in 
Communications, Tra tion, Education, 
Mechanics, = —_ y we see av and 
processes. n how ¢t levelopments 
can best be utilized in the proclaiming’ of 
the Gospel, and teaching of all nations in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 








Radio Breadsesing. Christian 
Colleges and Bible Institutes, 
Youth Activities, Sunday Schools, 
Missions, Evangelism and man 
other subjects of vital interest to 





THIS CONFERENCE SHOULD 
BE ONE OF YOUR MUSTS 


For further information write— 


CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 


Dr. Wit1am Warp Ayer, Pastor 
New York 19, N. Y. 


123 West S7th Street - 
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had a forerunner-who prepared the way 
before Him. John the Baptist, an- 
nounced long before by the prophets 
(see Mal. 3:1; Isa. 40:3), was the fore- 
runner. When He had finished His work, 
Christ the first preacher of the Gospel, 
the Author of salvation, announced His 
glad tidings. What Christ began to pro- 
claim let us also tell to sinners far and 
wide. Pray for a deeper understanding 
of the Gospel of Christ. 
Tues.—Mark 1:9-13. Beginnings in Judea. 
Prayer Succestions: “Jesus ... bap- 
tized of John in Jordan.” Christ in His 
baptism fulfilled “all righteousness.” By 
His perfect obedience He exemplified 
the truth preached. It is always easy for 
people to believe our witness to the 
Gospel when they see that we live 
soberly, righteously, and.god'y, after the 
pattern of Christ. Pray for grace to do 
the will of God. 


Wed.—Mark 1:14-22. Beginnings in Galilee. 

PRAYER SuGcEesTIons: “On the sabbath 
day he entered into the synagogue, and 
taught.” Thus began our Lord’s public 
ministry in Galilee. The disciples wit- 
nessed this. work of Christ. The power 
of His preaching made the people mar- 
vel. When great conversions take place 
in the churches today, men and women 
will certainly take notice of the Gospel. 
Pray for a great awakening in your own 
community. 


Thuts.—John 4:4-10, 
Beginnings Among the Samaritans. 
Prayer Succestions: “He must needs 
go through Samaria.” This part of the 
Holy Land was occupied by people who 
had a mixed religion. Their false re- 
ligion allowed them to indulge in sinful 
practices. The presence and word of 
Christ there resulted in remarkable con- 
versions. Whenever the Word of God is 
preached in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
men will believe unto salvation. Pray 
for a mighty wave of conviction of sin 
to settle upon the multitudes. 


Fri.—Mark 7:24-30. Beginnings Among Greeks. 

PRAYER SuGGESsTIONS: “The woman was 
a Greek.” People of every land need the 
Gospel. The Lord directs us to preach 
the Gospel to every creature. All Jews 
and Gentiles (the two classes of peo- 
ple in this world) must be given equal 
chance to be saved. If our Lord went 
out of His way to reach this woman who 
was a Greek, so too we ought to go out 
of our course to get the Word of salva- 
tion to the people of other nations. Pray 
that you may love more the souls for 
whom Christ died. 


Sat.—John 1:1-5. In the Beginning. 

PraYer Succestions: “The same was in 
the beginning with God.” This “begin- 
ning” of which John here speaks was 
the beginning of all beginnings. By Him 
all things were made, and in Him also 
alone is salvation. The work of giving 
the Gospel to the people takes on in- 
expressible delight when we realize 


(Lesson for Jan. 2) Dec. 18, 1943 | 


whose message it is that we are to de- 
liver. Pray for willingness to witness 
for Christ. 
Sun.—1 John 5:1-5. Jesus Is the Son of Ged. 
Prayer Succestions: “Who is he that 
overcometh the world, but he that be- 
lieveth that Jesus is the Son of God?” 
Only those who confess Jesus Christ as 
the Son of God have a right to claim 
“saved” (Rom, 10:9, 10). On the other 
hand, all who deny that He is the Christ 
are “liars,” says the Word in 1 John 
2:22. So it does really matter, doesn’t 
it, what one believes? Pray for more 
faith in the Son of Ged. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. ‘These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
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